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A New Commandment: I Love Others  
Because Jesus Loves Me

John 13:34–35

Focus for the Child
Jesus wants us to love others.

Scriptural Foundation
“Love one another.”
 —John 13:34
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Song
Jesus Loves Us So
Sing this song to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.”

Jesus loves me so.
Jesus loves me so.
This is what the Bible says—
Jesus loves me so.

Jesus loves you too.
Jesus loves you too.
This is what the Bible says—
Jesus loves you too.

We should love each other.
We should love each other.
This is what Jesus says—
We should love each other.

People then will know,
People then will know,
People then will know we’re his 
Because we love each other.

Praying Together
God, help us love our family and our friends so everyone 
who sees us will know that we are followers of Jesus. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Dear God, thank you for the food before us. Thank you for 
the friends beside us. Thank you for the love between us. 
Amen.

Because God loves the world, God sent Jesus to show us that 
love. Jesus is God’s love in the flesh. When Jesus tells the 
disciples he has a new commandment, the new part of the 
commandment isn’t that they should love. Loving was at 
the center of the teaching of the Torah, the Scriptures Jesus 
learned as a boy. What is new is that we, as followers of 
Jesus, are invited to show God’s love to each other. We are 
asked to show a love so strong that we must give ourselves 
fully to it. By showing that love to our fellow disciples, we 
can demonstrate to the world around us how endless God’s 
love is for the whole world.

Even at a young age, children may begin to exclude others 
from their play because they don’t “like them.” As you 
observe your child at play, step in to help him or her realize 
that Jesus included everyone. Be sure to give positive 
reinforcement when you see your child behaving in a way 
that shows love for others. Use the activities below to help 
children remember and act out God’s love.

Bible Time
Read John 13:34–35 with your child. Help your child think 
about people in your family of faith and ways that you and 
your child can show love to them. Use small toy figures or 
stuffed animals to act out ways to love each other.

Family Time
Look for opportunities to do something for people in your 
faith community to show them that they are loved. You 
could make cards for members of your church who are 
homebound or hospitalized, make cookies for someone who 
helps at church, or draw a picture for your pastor.




