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In this story, Matthew emphasizes Jesus’ unique mission in 
three ways. First, Jesus rode on a donkey and colt. In ancient 
times, kings intending to make war rode horses. Kings rode 
donkeys if their intentions were peaceful. Second, Jesus 
fulfilled the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9b: “Lo, your king 
comes to you; . . . riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey.” Third, the fact that Jesus rode on a donkey and 
colt that had never been ridden by anyone before signified 
the truth that no one else had ever come into Jerusalem like 
Jesus did.

In addition, the way people threw their cloaks, waved 
palms, and shouted “Hosanna!” indicated that many people 
knew Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem was a big event. This was a 
day to praise Jesus.

This is a wonderfully vivid story for small children to 
pretend and to act out. Join in with your child for a 
spontaneous parade and shouts of “Hosanna!”

Action Song
Teach your child the words and motions for this song 
adapted from “I’m Gonna Sing, I’m Gonna Shout, Praise the 
Lord.”
I’m gonna sing, sing, sing.
(Open and close hands outstretched in front of you each time you 

sing the word “sing.”)
I’m gonna shout, shout, shout.
(Stretch arms above and open and close hands each time you sing 

the word “shout.”)
I’m gonna sing, 
(Reach in front with open hands.)
I’m gonna shout,
(Reach above with open hands.)
Hos-an-na!
(Wave arms overhead, back and forth.)

When Jesus comes riding by,
(Pretend to hold reins and bounce as if on a donkey.)
I’m gonna wave my palms up high.
(Wave arms overhead, back and forth.)
I’m gonna sing, 
(Reach in front with open hands.)
I’m gonna shout,
(Reach above with open hands.)
Hos-an-na!
(Wave arms overhead, back and forth.)

Praying Together
Dear God, you sent your Son, Jesus, to be with us and save 
us. Thank you. Hosanna! Blessed be the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
God is great. God is good. Let us thank God for our food. 
Amen.

Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1–11

Focus for the Child
People were happy to see Jesus.

Scriptural Foundation
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!”
 —Matthew 21:9
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