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The Good Neighbor Cares
Luke 10:29–37

Focus for the Child
Jesus tells a story about caring for others.

Scriptural Foundation
 “Go and do likewise.”
 —Luke 10:37
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Two four-year-old girls were laughing and whispering to 
each other. One of the girls suddenly became quiet and 
gently reached out to touch a scratch on her friend’s cheek. 
Her look was one of total compassion. The other little girl 
realized that her friend had noticed the scratch on her cheek. 
She said, “I’m OK; it was from my cat.” She took her friend’s 
hand and squeezed it. The two girls put their heads back 
together and giggled some more.

The story of the Good Samaritan is a much-loved parable 
in which the basic message is that Jesus wants us to care 
for others. We live in a world where many things occupy 
our time. Some things are important to our families and our 
communities, and are much like the things that kept the 
priest and the Levite from stopping to help the injured man. 
Some things concern our safety or our children’s safety, and 
cause us to question whether we would have even ventured 
down that road from Jerusalem to Jericho. When it is clear at 
the end of the story that the neighbor is the one who showed 
mercy, Jesus says, “Go and do likewise.” Take time this week 
to notice opportunities to “go and do likewise.”

Family Time
Talk with your child about “Who is my neighbor?” Help 
your child think about not only the people who live on each 
side of your home and are your actual neighbors, but also 
other people in the community. Take this opportunity to talk 
with your child about strangers. Tell your child that if he or 
she encounters an adult he or she doesn’t know who needs 
help, he or she should go and get you to help.

Action Song
Good Samaritan
Use a doll or stuffed animal to represent the man left lying 
by the side of the road. Sing this song with your child and 
have him or her act out each part, walking by the man (doll 
or stuffed animal) twice, and stopping the third time. (Sing 
the song to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”)

Who will help him?
Who will help him?
Do you know?
Who will go?
The first one walked by,
Went across to the other side.
It’s not him.
It’s not him.

Who will help him?
Who will help him?
Do you know?
Who will go?
The second one walked by,

Went across to the other side.
It’s not him.
It’s not him.

Who will help him?
Who will help him?
Do you know?
Who will go?
The third one knelt to help 
him,
Cared and showed him 
mercy.
It is he,
The Samaritan.

Praying Together
Healing God, thank you for neighbors who take care of 
others. Help us be good neighbors too. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Thank you, God, for the food before us. Thank you, God, for 
the friends beside us. Thank you, God, for the love between 
us. Amen.




