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After you read the Scripture background for this lesson, 
you will notice much of the story is missing. Read from a 
children’s Bible with your child to learn more about the 
events that led to Jacob’s family joining Joseph in Egypt. This 
week’s lesson focused on how special it was for the family to 
be reunited. 

When young children think of a family, they are likely 
to make it look somewhat like their own, whether they 
live with two parents, a single parent, a foster family, or 
grandparents. Some children have many siblings and some 
do not have any; others might have stepsiblings or half-
siblings. Help your child understand that love is the most 
important part of being a family. Celebrate your family 
together this week!

Exploring the Bible
Look up this week’s scriptural foundation in your Bible. 
Show your child where the verses are, and let him or her 
hold the Bible. Read the verses to your child. 

Picture Prayer
While your child may not be able to write a prayer made 
of words, he or she can create a prayer of pictures. Write 
“Thank you, God!” in the center of a large sheet of paper. 
Read the words to your child, then encourage your child to 
draw or cut pictures from magazines to represent the things 
he or she would like to thank God for. 

This activity can be repeated with the following phrases: “I 
praise you, God!” “Help me, God!” “God, please take care 
of . . .” You and your child might come up with additional 
themes for prayer.

Sharing Stories
Invite different family members to call or come over to share 
some of their stories with your child. Hearing family stories 
that happened before your child was born is one way your 
child can make further connections to his or her family 
members. Look through photo albums, too, sharing stories of 
your child as a baby.

If you’re feeling ambitious, work with your child to plan a 
family reunion. Your child could help record the stories of 
different family members to keep as a souvenir. 

Praying Together
Pray with your child: (Sign “thank you” using American Sign 
Language.) 

Dear God, thank you for my family and the love they show 
to me! Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Pray this prayer at mealtimes this week: “Thank you, God, 
for my family. Thank you, God, for feeding me. Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Jacob’s family joins Joseph in Egypt.

Scriptural Foundation
 All the persons of the house of Jacob who 
came into Egypt were seventy. . . . And Joseph 
provided his father, his brothers, and all his 
father’s household with food, according to the 
number of their dependents.
 —Genesis 46:27b; 47:12
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