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Although Joseph’s story is like a roller coaster, God is 
consistently with him. With God’s help, Joseph has the 
wisdom and ability to save so much food that he loses 
count! When a famine overcomes the world, word spreads 
that there is plenty of food stored in Egypt. People come to 
purchase food from Joseph. With God’s help, Joseph was 
able to save and provide food for millions of people. It seems 
impossible that one person could do this, but with God all 
things are possible! Help your child focus on the ways God 
helps us to save and to share what we have saved with 
others.

Sharing is a difficult concept for preschool-aged children 
to grasp. Young children worry that giving something 
to another child means giving something up for good. 
Consistently praising children when they share and 
encouraging children to return the things that have been 
shared with them will help your child see that sharing can 
be a good thing. Provide your child with opportunities to 
share with others, help other people, and take care of others. 
Over time, these practices will help your child develop a 
heart for service.

Exploring the Bible
Look up this session’s scriptural foundation in your Bible. 
Show your child where the verses are, and let him or her 
hold the Bible. Read the verses to your child. 

Food Bank
Visit a local food bank or food pantry with your child. Talk 
together about ways a food pantry cares for people that are 
similar to how Joseph cared for people.

Read a Book
Kindness to Share from A to Z by Todd and Peggy Snow offers 
simple ways for children to show kindness.

Praying Together
Dear God, thank you for teaching us how to save and how to 
share. Help us take care of each other. Amen!

Mealtime Prayer
We thank you, God, for food to eat. Help us share with the 
people we meet. Amen.

Joseph Takes Care of the People
Genesis 41:37–57
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Focus for the Child
Joseph took care of the people.

Scriptural Foundation
The seven years of plenty that prevailed in the 
land of Egypt came to an end; and the seven 
years of famine began to come, just as Joseph 
had said. There was famine in every country, 
but throughout the land of Egypt there was 
bread. Moreover, all the world came to Joseph 
in Egypt to buy grain, because the famine 
became severe throughout the world.
 —Genesis 41:53–54, 57


