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Focus for the Child
Jacob has a big family.

Scriptural Foundation
So Jacob arose, and set his children and his 
wives on camels; and he drove away all his 
livestock, all the property that he had gained, 
the livestock in his possession that he had 
acquired in Paddan-aram, to go to his father 
Isaac in the land of Canaan.
 —Genesis 31:17–18

Jacob’s family is complicated—even for adults. While it is 
important that children learn about the women of the Bible, 
stories regarding slavery and polygamy are not appropriate 
for preschool-aged children. At this point in your child’s 
development, we are trying to introduce the characters in the 
Bible and help him or her have a basic understanding of the 
way Abraham’s family grew.

Basic mathematic concepts of collecting, sorting, and 
counting are fun ways to help young children explore the 
world around them. This session provided simple activities 
to help children develop a love for math and numbers. Even 
if your child doesn’t understand the difference between one 
and thirteen, you can help him or her recognize that some 
numbers are small, while others are large. Don’t worry about 
whether your child counts correctly or identifies all the 
numbers. If you praise your child for his or her efforts, he or 
she will be encouraged to continue trying.

Exploring the Bible
Look up this session’s scriptural foundation in your Bible. 
Show your child where the verses are, and let him or her 
hold the Bible. Read the verses to your child.

Counting Things
Encourage your child to be a counting explorer. Name a 
common object that can be found in your home, such as 
windows or chairs. Encourage your child to count as many 
of these objects as he or she can. This is also a fun game to 
play in the car. Choose objects such as a certain colored car 
or highway road signs.

Praying Together
Dear God, thank you for our families, big and small. Thank 
you for the love you show us all! Amen!

Mealtime Prayer
Thank you, God, for families big and small. Thank you, God, 
for feeding us all. Amen.

Jacob’s Thirteen Children
Genesis 29:31–35; 30:1–24; 31:17; 35:16–18
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