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This story provides a concrete image for children to grab  
onto—God leading in a pillar of cloud and in a pillar of  
fire. Young children are familiar with images of cloud and 
fire. They have seen clouds, and they have seen fire. Use 
these images to talk with your child about how God is in  
everyday things. God is always with us.

Many children also understand the excitement of going to a 
new place. They may travel on vacation or go to see relatives 
in another town. Some may understand the worry of not 
knowing what to expect. As the adults who lead them, we 
can help point out the familiar things along the way and 
we can assure them that no matter where we go, God goes 
ahead of us.
 
About the Story
Sing or say the following words with your child. Sing to the 
tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.”

In the day and in the night,
Cloud and fire, God stayed in sight.
Moses led across the land.
Led the people through the sand.
In the day and in the night,
Cloud and fire, God stayed in sight.

In the day and in the night,
God is always by my side.
It does not matter where I roam,
If I’m at school, church, or home.
In the day and in the night,
God is always by my side.

Art Recipe
Mix up a batch of each of these paints and paint with your 
child.

Make puffy cloud paint by squirting shaving cream into a 
bowl. Drizzle white washable school glue over the top and 
mix with a brush. Paint by plopping a dollop of the cloud 
paint on paper and moving it around the page to create a 
cloud shape.

Make sparkle fire paint by mixing equal parts of white 
washable school glue with washable red, yellow, or orange 
paint. For extra sparkle, sprinkle in some glitter. When the 
paint dries, it will have an extra-shiny finish.

Discovery
Cut a bar of Ivory brand soap (must be Ivory soap) into four 
pieces. Place one piece on a microwave-safe dish. Microwave 
for forty-five seconds. Stand back and watch as an amazing 
cloud forms. Let the cloud sit in the microwave for one 
minute, then remove the plate using a hot pad. Once the 
cloud cools, you can touch it and you can use it to wash your 
hands. Keep it near the edge of your sink and break off small 
pieces, remembering the cloud God sent to guide Moses. 
Microwaves vary, so be sure to watch carefully. If the soap 
gets onto the sides of the microwave, don’t worry; it wipes 
right off, leaving the surface nice and clean.

Praying Together
“Hello, God. Thank you for the Bible that tells us stories 
about your people. Thank you for being with Moses and 
leading your people. Thank you for clouds in the sky, and 
for fires that keep us warm and help us see at night. Help us 
remember you are always with us. Help us do the things you 
want us to do. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, God, for good food to eat and friends and 
family to go on trips with. Amen.”

Focus for the Child
God is always with me.

Scriptural Foundation
The Lord went in front of them in a pillar of 
cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and 
in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, 
so that they might travel by day and by night.
 —Exodus 13:21
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