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Some of the songs in LifeSongs Songbook 
and LifeSongs CD, vol. 1 are used in class. 

You may want to order a copy of each 
for use at home. Call the Presbyterian 
Distribution Service at (800) 524-2612 
and ask for LifeSongs Songbook (ISBN 

#9780806642718) and LifeSongs CD, vol. 1 
(ages 3 and up; ISBN #9780806642726).

First Samuel 3:1b says, “The word of the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread.” We wonder how 
Eli felt when he realized God was calling Samuel. No matter 
how hard it was for Eli to hear it, Eli listened to Samuel, and 
so did all of Israel.

As a parent of a young child, you can help encourage your 
child to voice what he or she is thinking and feeling. Be 
aware of times when your child speaks the truth, and that 
it may be something we as adults don’t really want to hear. 
At those times, be sure to point out that what he or she says 
is true and that it is something you needed to hear. This will 
help your child know that adults sometimes need children to 
help them, just as Eli needed Samuel.

Action Song
Sing “Two Little Eyes” (no. 118 in LifeSongs Songbook), 
teaching the words and motions to your child.

Two little eyes to look to God, (Point to eyes and then point 
up toward heaven.)

Two little ears to hear [God’s] word, (Cup hands around 
 both ears.)
Two little feet to walk [God’s] ways, (Point to feet and step 

in place.)
Hands to serve [God] all my days. (Hold hands outstretched 

with palms up.)
One little tongue to speak [God’s] truth, (Point to mouth.)
One little heart for [God] in youth. (Hold hands crossed 
 over chest.)
Take them, O Jesus, let them be (Reach hand out in front 
 as if giving something.)
Always willing, true to thee. (Reach up toward heaven.)

Discovery
Invite your child to speak into a small digital recorder or 
tape recorder. Encourage your child to say his or her name, 
talk about his or her week, or tell you about a favorite food 
or color. Ask your child to tell you the story of Samuel. Play 
the recording back for your child so he or she can hear his or 
her own voice.

Game
Blow up a large round balloon. Tell your child that the Bible 
says, “As Samuel grew up, God was with him and let none 
of his words touch to the ground” (adapted from v. 19). 
Write God loves you on the balloon. Lightly bat the balloon in 
the air with your child and try not to let it touch the ground. 
Remind your child that anything is possible for God. Even if 
your child can’t keep the balloon in the air, God will always 
be with him or her and help him or her tell of God’s love.

Praying Together
Try praying this way: Cup your hands in front of your body 
and invite your child to do the same. Tell your child to 
pretend that the words are filling his or her cupped hands 
as you say the words of the prayer, so the words don’t fall 
to the ground. When the prayer is finished, invite your child 
to hold his or her cupped hands to his or her lips and gently 
blow the “words” to God, as a way of showing “these are 
my words, too.” Pray: “Gracious God, help us listen like 
Samuel. Help us speak like Samuel. Help us remember you 
are always with us, as you were with Samuel. Amen.” (Put 
your cupped hands to your lips and gently blow, releasing your 
hands and moving them upward as you blow.)

Mealtime Prayer
“God is great. God is good. Let us thank God for our food. 
Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Samuel listens to God.

Scriptural Foundation
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling 
as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.”
 —1 Samuel 3:10
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