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Preschoolers don’t yet have the vocabulary to understand 
the Ten Commandments. “Commandments for Preschoolers” 
puts the commandments in words and concepts your child 
may understand now. Your child can understand that there 
are things God wants us to do; in the same way, there are 
things God doesn’t want us to do. Remind your child that 
God wants us to do well and live as God’s people. By giving 
us these commandments, God helps us learn to love God 
and love others. 

Commandments for Preschoolers
To Love God—
•	 Remember that God is first.
•	 Always know where God is and who God is.
•	 Praise God’s name. Don’t use God’s name carelessly.
•	  Be sure to take a day to rest and remember that you 

were made by God.

To Love Others—
•	  Be nice to your mom and dad and others who care for 

you. Don’t be mean to your mom, dad, and others who 
care for you.

•	 Take care of people. Don’t hurt people.
•	 Keep promises. Don’t break promises.
•	  Share things. Don’t take things that don’t belong to you.
•	 Tell the truth. Don’t tell lies.
•	  Be happy with what you have. Don’t want what your 

neighbor has.

Happy/Sad Faces
Draw a happy face on one side of a paper plate and a 
sad face on the other side. As you read from the list of 
“Commandments for Preschoolers,” use the faces to show 
what makes God happy and sad. Invite your child to make 
the same face as the one on the paper plate. You may also 
give your child the plate and allow him or her to show you 
the face that matches how each action makes God feel.

Praying Together
“Gracious God, we are your children. Help us follow your 
commandments to love you and love others. Sometimes we 
will make mistakes. Help us remember that you love us and 
that we can always tell you we are sorry when we’ve done 
something wrong. Help us try again. We promise to do our 
best to love you and love others. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, God, for the world so sweet. Thank you, God, 
for the food we eat. Thank you, God, for the birds that sing. 
Thank you, God, for everything. Amen.”

The Ten Commandments: Loving Others
Exodus 20:1–17
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Focus for the Child
We love others.

Scriptural Foundation
God said, I am the Lord your God who 
brought you out  
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery: . . .

(5) Honor your father and your mother.
(6) You shall not murder.
(7) You shall not commit adultery.
(8) You shall not steal.
(9) You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor.
(10) You shall not covet what is your 

neighbor’s.
 —Exodus 20:12–17
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