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A Year in Review
Changes to We Believe Elementary
Color resources are an integral part of weekly lessons. 
To ensure all classes have access to color materials, the 
Teacher’s Book now includes color resources and posters 
for one low, budget-friendly price.  

We Believe Tweens and Younger Youth
We Believe is now available for tweens and younger 
youth. Tweens and Younger Youth feature weekly 
discussion topics pulled from everyday life that 
challenge participants to put their faith into action.  
See page 5 for more information about these age levels. 

Being Reformed translated!
Select titles from Being Reformed: Faith Seeking 
Understanding are now available in Spanish and Korean. 
See page 23 for a list of titles available in Spanish. For  
a list of titles in Korean, turn to page 24.  

New curriculum website
CMP is excited to have a new interactive website!  
Each web page is designed specifically for the 
corresponding curriculum, whether it is Wee Believe,  
We Believe, Awesome Adventures, or Faith Questions.
Download free samples and the scope and sequence for 
the 2013–2014 church year at webelieve.pcusa.org. 

INformed: Adolescent  
Development Resources
INformed—an online resource providing biblically  
based and relevant materials pertaining to challenging 
topics facing today’s youth—consists of downloadable 
lesson plans and articles to help parents, leaders, and 
learners talk about subjects that are sometimes difficult 
to discuss. See page 11 for more information.   

Growing adult curriculum 
Being Reformed, a series of biblically based  
mini-courses, provides adults with a foundational 
understanding of our Reformed faith. With nearly 40 
studies available, each six-session study—written by 
well-known and respected scholars—features Scripture, 
prayer, in-depth commentary, and questions for 
reflection. Turn to pages 15–17 for a complete list  
of titles. 

What’s New
Feasting on the Word Curriculum 
Feasting on the Word Curriculum: Teaching the Revised 
Common Lectionary is an ecumenical, downloadable 
resource that is designed for classroom use in the 
church among various age levels, including children, 
youth, and adult. Now in its third year, Feasting on 
the Word Curriculum is affordable for any size church, 
including a new print-and-ship option. Learn more on 
page 18.

webelieve.pcusa.org



Greetings, 
It has been a busy and exciting year for the CMP staff,  
as we have been working hard to bring you the best  
in PC(USA) denominational curriculum for the upcoming 
church school year. 

Based on user feedback from Christian educators like 
you, our curriculum resources continue to get stronger 
and more age-appropriate while remaining rooted 
in biblical teachings and the wonderfully Reformed 
tradition.  

We have some exciting new studies available in the 
Being Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding adult 
studies. The Heidelberg Catechism, written by Gary Neal 
Hansen, will help your congregation understand the 
new translation of the catechism being considered for 
adoption by the PC(USA). 

New for summer, Awesome Adventures: God’s Amazing 
Son is sure to lead your group of multiage adventurers 
on an exciting trip! Children will experience the stories 
of Jesus’ amazing ministry as they accompany Anna and 
Jake through the New Testament.

It is our hope that the resources in this catalog 
encourage, affirm, and challenge those in your 
congregration. We thank you for trusting CMP to 
provide for your curriculum needs. 

Blessings, 

Robin Rueff
Associate for promotions
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Toddler 
Wee Children at Church includes materials for caregivers that are specifically written and designed to nurture 
the faith development of God’s youngest people (18–36 months). Ideas and suggestions for room setup, 
connecting with families at home, and activities for engaging in faith are included. Story cards provide colorful 
visuals and basic themes of Christian faith. 

Wee Children at Church is non-dated, so you can purchase it once and use it year after year.

$49.95 • 690000

690000

© 2011 Congregational Ministries Publishing, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation. 

Story Card

Theme: I Love My Family

Enrichment Activity 55: “David Is Good” 

“Wee Children at Home 10” (CD)  

When David was a boy, he helped his 

family. 

He took care of his father’s sheep. 

David led them to good grass and clean 

water. 

Sometimes he sang songs to the sheep. 

He sang songs about how much he loved 

God. 

One song he wrote tells us that God is 

our shepherd. 

God was happy that David helped his 

family.

Name ways you help your family.

David, the Shepherd Boy
1 Samuel 16—17

Wee Children Includes:
• An easy-to-use guide for 

caregivers and teachers.

•	 Wee Children at Home, a  
data CD that provides families 
with ideas connecting home  
with church.

• 52 Bible story cards that provide 
colorful visuals and basic themes 
of Christian faith.

• 64 pages of age-appropriate 
enrichment activities.
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Preschool 
Written and designed for preschoolers (3–5 years), Wee Believe nurtures the 
development of faith through age-appropriate Bible stories. Recognizing that young 
children learn best through repetition, some Bible stories are explored over two 
sessions. 

Teacher’s Book: Our easy-to-use lesson plans feature Bible stories written specifically 
for each class, as well as age-appropriate activities. The all-inclusive Teacher’s Book 
comes with resource pages, enrichment activities for parents or caregivers to use at 
home, and full-color Bible story pictures. 

$42.95

What you’ll need . . .
One Teacher’s Book per preschool class.

Fall 2013
6111100

Winter 2013–2014
6112100

Spring 2014
6113100

Summer 2014
6114100

“Our teachers LOVE the new Wee Believe. Its format and 
structure are just right for little ones.”

—Krista Lovell, assistant director of children’s ministry,  
First Presbyterian Church, Nashville, Tennessee

Learning Goals for Wee Believe:
• To know that God loves the child.

• To know that God loves all of us.

• To experience the church as a safe, loving place.

• To hear stories from the Bible.

• To recognize key Bible persons by name.

   webelieve.pcusa.org    3



YOUTH CURRICULUM

Younger Elementary and Older Elementary
Engaging in biblical stories shared in a variety of ways, children learn through  
the stimulation of their imagination and class participation. Younger  
Elementary and Older Elementary follow the same scope and sequence.

The Teacher’s Book features easy-to-use lesson plans that follow an ABCD 
worship format, a comprehensive list of items needed for each session, and  
age-appropriate activities, many of which require minimal preparation and supplies.  
The Teacher’s Book now includes color resources and color posters, as well as 
reproducible, black-and-white classroom materials.
$39.95

Multiage 
This resource helps make teaching God’s Word easier for smaller churches. This 
uniquely designed quarterly curriculum, which follows the same scope and 
sequence as Younger Elementary and Older Elementary, is intended for use with 
children grades K–5.  
$40.95

 Director CD 
The Director CD features reproducible classroom handouts, resource sheets, 
“For the Home” pages, and more! Buy only one per church, because it contains 
materials for all age levels.
$15.95

Supplementary Resources
Catechism Connection Color Pack
A fun and easy way for children to learn the catechism. Complete with 60 colorful 
pictures, each depicting a question from Belonging to God: A First Catechism. A 
wonderful complement to the We Believe curriculum.
$12.95 • 690001

Belonging to God: A First Catechism
$7.95 • 1571530363

“[We Believe is] theologically sound, teacher 
friendly, age-appropriate, and budget 
friendly—LOVE IT!”

—Sarah Beth Christie,  
director of Christian education,  

First Presbyterian Church,  
Burlington, North Carolina

“I have been in children’s ministry for 
over 20 years. I am excited that the 
Presbyterian Church now has a GREAT 
curriculum!”

—Christine Tutak,  
director of children’s ministry,   

Sherman Oaks Presbyterian Church,  
Sherman Oaks, California

NEW!
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Tweens and Younger Youth
Following the We Believe scope and sequence, Tweens and Younger 
Youth feature weekly discussion topics pulled from everyday life that 
challenge participants to put their faith into action. 

Tweens
The Teacher’s Book includes a color poster set. Reproducible 
classroom handouts and “For the Home” pages are on the  
Director CD. 
$39.95

Younger Youth
Teaching materials are sold as an online, downloadable  
curriculum. Resources and take-home sheets are available  
on the Director CD.  
$37.95

   webelieve.pcusa.org    5

What you’ll need . . .
One Teacher’s Book per teacher per age level. One Director CD per church.

Fall 2013
Younger Elementary
Teacher’s Book • 6111200

Older Elementary
Teacher’s Book • 6111300

Multiage
Teacher’s Book • 6111400

Tweens
Teacher’s Book • 6111500

Younger Youth
Teaching Materials • 6111600

Director CD • 61110CD

Winter 2013–2014
Younger Elementary
Teacher’s Book • 6112200

Older Elementary
Teacher’s Book • 6112300

Multiage
Teacher’s Book • 6112400

Tweens
Teacher’s Book • 6112500

Younger Youth
Teaching Materials • 6112600

Director CD • 61120CD

Spring 2014
Younger Elementary
Teacher’s Book • 6113200

Older Elementary
Teacher’s Book • 6113300

Multiage
Teacher’s Book • 6113400

Tweens
Teacher’s Book • 6113500

Younger Youth
Teaching Materials • 6113600

Director CD • 61130CD
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“After years of using a rotation-
type curriculum, our church 
switched to We Believe. As 
a teacher of our third-grade 
sacraments class, I was thrilled 
to see a stronger knowledge of 
the Bible in this year’s class. We 
attribute this positive change to 
the We Believe curriculum and 
weekly lesson style. The class is 
excited to share their knowledge 
of Bible stories!”

—Mary Ludlow, children’s 
sacraments teacher, First 

Presbyterian Church, Greer,  
South Carolina

 

Sept. 1 Romans 8:35–39 Paul’s Letter of Faith 

Sept. 8 Colossians 3:12–17 Paul’s Letter of Love 

Sept. 15 Philippians 4:4–7 Paul’s Letter of Joy 

Sept. 22 1 Corinthians 12:12–27 Paul’s Letter of Diversity

Sept. 29 Ephesians 2:19–22 Paul’s Letter of Unity

Oct. 6 1 Kings 18:1, 17–46 Elijah: One True God 

Oct. 13 1 Kings 19:1–16 Elijah: Sheer Silence 

Oct. 20 Amos 5:21–24 Amos: Walk the Walk

Oct. 27 Micah 6:1–8 Micah: Godly Living 

Nov. 3 Jeremiah 1:1–19 Jeremiah: Called and Equipped 

Nov. 10 Jeremiah 31:31–34 Jeremiah: God’s New Covenant

Nov. 17 Isaiah 9:2–6 Isaiah: Hope 

Nov. 24 Isaiah 40:1–11, Mark 1:1–8 Isaiah: Renewal 

Dec. 1 Luke 1:5–25, 57–80 The Message to Zechariah 

Dec. 8 Luke 1:26–56 The Message to Mary 

Dec. 15 Matthew 1:18–25 The Message to Joseph 

Dec. 22 Luke 2:8–20 The Message to the Shepherds 

Dec. 29 Matthew 2:1–12 A Message to the Wise Men 

Jan. 5 Luke 2:41–52 Passover in Jerusalem 

Jan. 12 Matthew 4:12–17; Isaiah 9:2–7 Jesus’ Message: A New Kingdom 

Jan. 19 Matthew 5:1–12 Jesus’ Message: Life in God’s Kingdom 

Jan. 26 Matthew 5:13–16 Jesus’ Message: Be Witnesses 

Feb. 2 Matthew 5:38–48 Jesus’ Message: Love Your Enemies 

Feb. 9 Matthew 6:25–34 Jesus’ Message: Don’t Worry 

Feb. 16 Matthew 7:1–5 Jesus’ Message: Don’t Judge Others 

Feb. 23 Matthew 7:24–28 Jesus’ Message: Hear and Do 

Mar. 2 Matthew 17:1–8 “Listen to Him!” 

Mar. 9 Matthew 22:34–40 Holy Week: The Greatest Commandment 

Mar. 16 Matthew 26:6–13 Holy Week: The Anointing of Jesus 

Mar. 23 Matthew 26:17–29 Holy Week: The Last Supper 

Mar. 30 Matthew 26:36–45 Holy Week: Praying in the Garden 

Apr. 6 Matthew 26:46—27:66  Holy Week: Telling the Passion Story

Apr. 13 Matthew 21:1–11 Holy Week: Palm Sunday 

Apr. 20 Matthew 28:1–10, 16–20 An Amazing Message 

Apr. 27 Ruth 1—4 Ruth and Naomi  

May 4 1 Samuel 3:1—4:1 Samuel and Eli 

May 11 Daniel 3 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

May 18 Jonah 1—4 Jonah and God 

May 25 Esther 4 Esther and Mordecai 

June 1 Isaiah 56:1–8 A Place for All God’s People 

June 8 Acts 2:1–13 Filled with the Holy Spirit 

 Subject to change.
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Year at a Glance
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Background for Teachers

8

Older Elementary

The Spirit gathers us to worship God.

Question 38. What . . . does the Holy Spirit do for the church?  

The Gospel of Luke gives the fullest account 

of Jesus’ return to his hometown of Nazareth, 

including this visit to the local synagogue. 

Judging from the nearly complete copy of the Old 

Testament book of Isaiah found among the Dead 

Sea Scrolls, the Isaiah scroll Jesus read from would 

have been hefty—probably about thirty feet long. 

It might have taken a short while to “scroll” to the 

passage. 

Luke portrays Jesus as a Spirit-anointed social 

prophet who wanted his followers to serve the poor 

and outcast. Contemplate what this might mean for 

Jesus’ disciples today. What tasks might we need to 

undertake to fulfill Jesus’ call? Recall times in your 

life when you felt God’s Spirit calling you.

Isaiah 61:1–2, the text Jesus chose to read, explores 

the year of jubilee (celebrated about every fifty 

years), in which debts were forgiven, slaves were 

freed, and land reverted to its original owners. 

This practice was intended to remind the Hebrews 

that the land did not actually belong to anyone but 

was God’s creation. While this allowed for social 

and economic differences, it provided a regular 

way to equalize people and maintain respect for 

the land. People on the margins of society—those 

with physical or mental disabilities, the poor, 

the outcasts—were being restored into God’s 

circle. The message is consistent with the picture 

of the upside-down kingdom of God presented 

throughout the ministry of Jesus in all four Gospels. 

Most of the children in your group may be able to 

relate to this major transition in Jesus’ life if they 

think about their first day of kindergarten or first 

grade. They may be able to remember how their life 

changed drastically from one day to the next. Be 

open to hearing more about their experiences, and 

help them explore their personal connections to the 

story. 

It is never too early for children to think about their 

own call to follow God. As Jesus had a ministry, 

so too do those who follow him. God enables our 

calling, like Jesus’ calling, through the fruits of the 

Spirit. Take time to explore and affirm the many 

ways that members of your group help others in 

their homes, schools, and community.

March 3, 2013

Main Idea
Guided by the Holy Spirit, Jesus read Scripture 

and proclaimed his ministry as a year of jubilee.

Something to Remember
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 —Liturgical response  

 (Book of Common Worship)

This Is the Word of the Lord

Luke 4:16 –22
Session 1

9
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Welcome
Greet the children and their parents and caregivers. 
If it is your practice, take attendance and collect an offering.

Assemble
 ❑ Bible
 ❑ Poster 1
 ❑ White Christ-candle ❑ Candles (in various colors, shapes, sizes),   one for each child
 ❑ Matches 
 ❑ LifeSongs CD, vol. 1 ❑ CD player
 ❑ LifeSongs Leader Book

Bible Study
 ❑ Bibles
 ❑ Prepared scroll (see special preparation, p. 10)

 Digging Deeper (optional  )Option 1
 ❑ Bibles
 ❑ Resource Sheet 1 (p. 13)

Option 2
No materials needed

Claim
Choose one or more of the following:

 Hebrew Scripture
 ❑  Copy of a Hebrew Bible (see special preparation, p. 11) ❑ Copies of Resource Sheet 2 (p. 14) ❑ Pencils or pens

 Worship Venn Diagram ❑ Newsprint (see special preparation, p. 11) ❑ Marker

 Spirit Pinwheels 
 ❑ Copies of Resource Sheet 3 (p. 15) ❑ Materials listed on Resource Sheet 3 (p. 15)Depart
 ❑ Worship center created in Assemble ❑ Poster 1
 ❑ Color Resource 1
 ❑ Bowl of water (optional) ❑ LifeSongs CD, vol. 1 ❑ CD player
 ❑ LifeSongs Leader Book

Assemble: God Calls Us TogetherHave those who arrive first prepare the worship center. Place  Poster 1, a Bible opened to Luke 4, a white Christ-candle, and  various candles on a central table. 
Light the white candle, reminding the kids that fire is a sign of the 
Holy Spirit. Read the names of the fruit of the Spirit on Poster 1. Invite the group to choose one Spirit fruit (for example, love) to practice today. Discuss how the group members will be able to see 
the Spirit fruit in one another’s behavior.
Play, learn, and sing “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” (track 14 
on LifeSongs CD, vol. 1; no. 66 in LifeSongs Leader Book). Learn a little 
of the song each week.

 Opening Prayer 
Dear God, we are thankful for all you have given us. We are also thankful for Jesus. Help us to learn more about Jesus today. Amen. 

Se
ss

io
n 

1

Every session in this quarter includes attention to the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5). How can you keep these gifts before the kids and affirm them in their giftedness? 
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Claim: We Respond to God’s Word

Choose one or more of the following:

Hebrew Scripture

Special preparation: Find a copy of a Hebrew Bible so you can show the kids 

the way the Hebrew language looks and how it is read. Check with your 

pastor, church library, or presbytery resource center. Mark Isaiah 61:1–2 

in the Bible.

Show the kids the Hebrew text of Isaiah 61:1–2, pointing out that 

Hebrew is read from right to left and from the back of the book to 

the front. Jesus most likely would have read from the Hebrew in the 

synagogue. Give each person a copy of Resource Sheet 2. Show 

the kids the Hebrew word for “bring good news” (ּבָׂשָר,

pronounced “bah-sar”) at the bottom of the sheet. Have them 

practice writing the Hebrew word at the bottom of the sheet from 

right to left and then write it in the blank in the text box at the top. 

Worship Venn Diagram

Special preparation: On newsprint, draw two interlocking circles. Label the 

left circle “synagogue.” Label the right one “sanctuary.” 

Invite the kids to explore the similarities and differences between the 

description of Jesus reading Scripture in Luke 4 and how Scripture is 

read in your sanctuary. Using the prepared Venn diagram, write the 

names of people, actions, and objects that the kids hear in Luke 4 in 

the left circle. In the right circle, list the names of people, actions, and 

objects they remember about worship in your church. In the center, 

where the circles overlap, list things about reading Scripture that are 

the same in a synagogue and a sanctuary. Invite the kids to wonder 

why some items belong in one category and not the other, while 

other items are in both.

Spirit Pinwheels 

Wind is a symbol of the Holy Spirit’s power. Invite a conversation 

about the things that wind power can do. Review what the power 

of the Spirit did in Jesus’ synagogue sermon. Brainstorm words that 

describe the Holy Spirit, such as power, wind, fire, love, joy, miracle, 

mystery, and teacher. Distribute copies of Resource Sheet 3 and have 

the kids follow the instructions there to make pinwheels. Discuss: 

  How does the Holy Spirit work to announce freedom for the 

prisoners, sight for the blind, and freedom for everyone who 

suffers today? 

  How might the Spirit be trying to use you to spread the good 

news?

Se
ss

io
n 

1

synagogue sanctuary
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Bible Study: We Hear God’s Word
Special preparation: Prepare a scroll by writing the words from Luke 4:18–19 

on a sheet of construction paper. Roll up the paper, and tie the scroll with 

yarn.

Make sure the kids have Bibles, and help them locate Luke 4:16–22. 

When they have found the Bible passage, invite a volunteer to play 

the part of Jesus. As you read the passage, have the volunteer act out 

what Jesus does. Act as the “attendant,” handing the prepared scroll 

to the child playing Jesus. Ask him or her to open the scroll and to 

read from it. Encourage the other kids to pretend to be the listeners 

in the synagogue, and prompt them with their response. Discuss:

  What is the good news the Scripture mentions? 

  What did Jesus mean when he said the Scripture has been 

fulfilled? (He is the one anointed; the bringer of good news, release, 

and freedom.)
  What do you think Jesus means when he says about himself 

“the Spirit of the Lord is upon me” and that he has been 

anointed? What role does the Spirit play in Jesus’ ministry?

  How does this description of Jesus in the synagogue remind 

you of what happens in our church?

Digging Deeper (optional   )
Option 1
Use Resource Sheet 1 to help the kids practice looking up a 

Bible verse. Some of the kids may need extra help with this skill. 

Encourage them to keep trying and to ask a parent or caregiver to 

help them at home. 

Option 2
Explain that in some churches (perhaps yours) the reading of 

Scripture is followed by a particular call and response: 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
 People: Thanks be to God.

Take turns practicing the call and response with the kids. Discuss: 

  What does “this” refer to? Why do you think it might be 

important to make this call and response after the reading of 

Scripture?
  What do these words tell us about God?
  What do these words remind us about our relationship to God? 

Luke 4:16 –22This Is the Word 
of the Lord

Teaching Tip
Give clear and specific instructions.

Teaching Tip
Have kids name the steps completed 

in the sequential process of looking 
up a verse.

Sessions Include:
• A main idea and Something  

to Remember Bible verse.  

• Catechism questions repeated 
throughout the quarter, allowing 
children to become familiar  
with them.

• A comprehensive list with activity 
options, a supply list, and boxes 
that allow you to check off 
materials you have prepared. 

• Helpful teaching tips.

• Prayers, talking points,  
and conversation starters.

Lesson Format:  
We use the A, B, C, D worship format for lesson plans in our We Believe and Wee Believe 
Preschool Teacher’s Books. A is for Assemble, B is for Bible, C is for Claim, and D is for Depart.
Download a sample at webelieve.pcusa.org.

© 2013 CMP, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation.  
Permission to reproduce this page granted to purchasers of this material.
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6103300

Spirit Pinwheel 

You Will Need:
 r Ruler
 r Pencil with eraser r Drawing pencils or crayons r Scissors

 r Square of paper r Map pin
 r Button

Directions:
1. Decorate a square of paper with a picture that shows how God 

is with us wherever the wind blows. 2. Draw an X as shown. 3. Label points 1, 2, 3, and 4, as shown.4. Cut along the lines toward the center (don’t cut too close). 
5. Fold point 1 to the center. Stick a pin through it to hold it in 

place. Then fold in each of the other points in turn, sticking the 
pin through each point as it is folded in. 

6. Put a button behind the pinwheel, with the curved side facing 
out. Stick the pin through a hole in the button and into the 
eraser.

Resource Sheet 3Session 1, Older Elementary
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© 2013 CMP, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation. 

Color Resource 4
Session 4, Younger Elementary

What . . . does the Holy Spirit do for the church?  The Spirit . . . sends us into the world to proclaim the gospel. —Belonging to God: A First Catechism, Q. 38



Awesome Adventures
Packed with kid-friendly lessons, take-home comics, and activities, 
this broadly graded summer curriculum encourages children to 
explore Old and New Testament stories of God’s people. 

Teacher’s Book: This all-inclusive Teacher’s Book includes 13 
easy-to-use lesson plans, reproducible resource sheets, and “For 
the Home” pages, as well as photocopiable, take-home comic 
adventures that enable kids to make a comic book of their very own! 

God’s Amazing Kids
Anna and Jake will guide your group of adventurers as they explore the stories of 
amazing kids in the Bible, including Isaac, Miriam, young Jeremiah, 12-year-old Jesus, 
and more.  

$44.95 • 694400

God’s People on Mountains and Seas
Anna and Jake will take your group of adventurers over mountains and across, beside, 
and sometimes in water to explore the stories of people in the Bible learning to follow 
God no matter where they were.  

$44.95 • 684400

God’s People on the Move 
Anna and Jake will lead your group of adventurers as they hit the road with Abram 
and Sarai, journey on the path out of Egypt, travel with the disciples as they encounter 
the risen Christ, and more.

$44.95 • 674400

God’s A
mazing Son

God’s Amazing Son
Anna and Jake will lead your group of adventurers as they 
discover New Testament stories of Jesus’ amazing ministry. Stories 
include Jesus feeding 5,000 people, the weather obeying Jesus’ 
commands, Jesus welcoming all people to his table, and more. 

$44.95 • 6104400

NEW! Also great  

for midweek 

programs!

Summer
curriculum from We Believe!

8    webelieve.pcusa.org
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•	 Jesus and Zacchaeus stick figures
•	 Copy of “Comic 4”
•	 Copy of “For the Home 4”

choosing a question to answer, but teams may converse with one 
another before giving an answer. The teams will take turns choosing 
questions one at a time. In the first round, if a team gets the answer 
wrong, the other team may have a chance to answer it. In the second 
round, there are no right or wrong answers. The other team may 
have a chance to earn half the points if they want to share another 
answer. The cards have point values on them, but the game is for 
fun!

Comic Book
Hand out a copy of “Comic 4” to each child. Invite older children to 
pair up with younger children and read the page together. If there 
is extra time, they may begin to color the pages. If there are children 
present who were not in class previous weeks, give them copies of 
earlier comic pages they may have missed.

Depart
Read All About It!
Draw the children’s attention to the “Read All About It!” newsprint 
with the heading “God’s Amazing Son—Jesus!” you have displayed. 
Tell the children that they are going to add to the newspaper they 
are making telling of the good news about Jesus. Invite a child to 
write the headline “Jesus Saves Even Zacchaeus!” under the last 
story or on a new sheet of newsprint. Ask the children what they 
want to remember about this story they heard today. Write down 
one or two suggestions for the news story under the headline. Invite 
a child to draw a simple picture next to the news story.

Hear All About It!
Invite the children to repeat after you with a “shout out” echoing 
your lines:

Hear all about it!
Zach repents!
Hear all about it!
Jesus forgives!
Hear all about it!
Zach is saved!

Looking Ahead
For Session 5:
Make a life-size outline of a woman on a large sheet of craft paper 
with a purse or pouch hanging from her hand. You may keep this  
as an outline or decorate as you wish.

Gather empty paper towel tubes, one for each child.

Teaching Tip
Each session you will be adding a 
“news story” and picture to the 
large sheet of paper, and eventually 
additional sheets of paper, labeled, 
“God’s Amazing Son—Jesus!” 
Keep the paper and display it in 
subsequent sessions. 

Teaching Tip
Share your class newspaper with the 
congregation. Display it each week 
on a bulletin board or in a prominent 
place in your church.
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Scrip
ture

You Will Need

Assemble
Up a Tree
Greet the children as they arrive and invite them to draw a big 
tree on the craft paper  on a wall. After a big tree, with branches 
and leaves, is drawn, invite the children to draw things they might 
find in a tree. Encourage them to use their imaginations. Some 
suggestions might be: fruit, birds, nests, nuts, squirrels, bugs, owl, 
Frisbee, kite, and so forth. 

If you have a large class and having all the children draw on one 
large sheet of craft paper is difficult or leaves some children out, 
give each child a sheet of paper and have them draw their own trees. 
Invite them to draw as many things as they can think of that might 
be found in a tree. Have the children share their pictures with the 
group naming the items they included in their trees.

Did anyone put a person up in the tree? Perhaps there is a child 
climbing a tree, a person picking fruit, or children in a tree house? 
If so, point out these drawings or suggest these possibilities if they 
were not included in the drawing(s). Tell the children that they are 
going to hear a story about a man who climbed a tree so he could  
see something special happening—Jesus was coming to his town!

Bible Study
Up and Down
Tell the children that you are going to read a story from Luke’s 
gospel, chapter 19, about a man named Zacchaeus, a man who 
climbed a tree to see Jesus. Tell them that there are a lot of “ups” and 
“downs” in this story. Instruct them to stand and hold their arms out 

Assemble
 ❑ Large sheet of newsprint or craft paper (Display  

on a wall.)
 ❑ Paper (optional)
 ❑ Crayons 

Bible Study
No supplies needed

Claim
 ❑ Bibles
 ❑ Large and small craft stick for each child
 ❑ Markers
 ❑ Paper or fabric scraps
 ❑ Glue sticks
 ❑ Music recording of “Zacchaeus was a Wee Little Man”
 ❑ Music player

 ❑ Resource Sheets 5 and 6 (Photocopy the two pages 
of each resource sheet back to back so that the Points 
and Categories are on the back of the Questions. Cut 
cards apart and display on a wall: Round 1 questions 
and Round 2 questions in categories and in increasing 
value. Place Question side face down.)

 ❑ Copy of “Comic 4” for each child
 ❑ Colored pencils, markers, or crayons (optional)

Depart
 ❑ “Read All About It!” paper from Sessions 1–3 
 ❑ Markers and crayons
 ❑ Copy of “For the Home 4” for each child
 ❑ Several copies of “For the Home 5” and “Comic 5”  

for children who will not be at the next session

Background for Teachers
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Main Idea
Something to Remember

Children will learn about repentance, 

forgiveness, and redemption.

Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has 

come to this house.” 

 
—Luke 19:9

Jesus Saves Even Zacchaeus! 

Luke 19:1–10 

The story of Zacchaeus is a great story. Here is 

a man who is hated by all around him. He is a 

Jewish man doing the dirty work of the Romans. 

He is a tax collector, but not just any tax collector, 

but the chief, the one in charge. It isn’t that he is 

just doing his job. It is known that tax collectors 

collected more than was necessary, skimming 

money for themselves. They are wealthy in a land 

of great poverty. They are wealthy on the backs 

of their own countrymen. They are instruments of 

oppression to their own people in a land of great 

oppression. They are also hated by the Romans 

because they are mere nuisances in the long chain 

that led back to Rome. They are not friends with 

anyone. Most likely no one comes to their house  

for dinner.

Then Zacchaeus heard about Jesus, this man who 

is going around the countryside and villages 

preaching the good news of God’s kingdom. 

Maybe Zacchaeus thinks Jesus would want to meet 

him since he is a person of prominence in Jericho, 

or so he thinks. Maybe Zacchaeus wants to engage 

Jesus in theological discussion as a teacher. Maybe 

Zacchaeus is remorseful and thinks he needs some 

forgiveness from this man who has been known to 

give it. We don’t know why Zacchaeus goes to see 

Jesus that day, but he does. 

When he gets to the streets of Jericho, the crowd 

is big and Zacchaeus cannot see Jesus. In order to 

get a glimpse at this man who draws such crowds, 

Zacchaeus climbs a sycamore tree to get a look. 

As he is walking by, this man hanging in a tree 

must catch Jesus’ eye and he stops and speaks to 

Zacchaeus. Now perhaps Jesus has been looking 

for Zacchaeus all along knowing he has something 

to give this man who seemingly had much in the 

way of material goods. 

Jesus calls Zacchaeus down and announces in 

front of the crowd that he is going to Zacchaeus’ 

house that very day. “Why the house of such 

an unscrupulous man!” “Why not me?” Shock, 

surprise, outrage, jealously . . . these must be 

the reactions of those in the crowd. Zacchaeus 

welcomed Jesus with joy. We don’t know if 

Jesus and Zacchaeus have a long conversation, if 

Zacchaeus asks questions or asks for forgiveness, or 

if just the mere presence of Jesus makes Zacchaeus 

reconsider. But we do know that something 

happens to him, not only a change of heart but a 

change of behavior as well. He pledges to give half 

of his belongings to the poor and repay anyone 

he has cheated four times as much (four times 

restitution was what the Torah laws required).  

Almost like an assurance of pardon follows a 

confession of sin, Jesus declares that salvation has 

come to Zacchaeus and his house. And perhaps 

this is why Jesus walked down that Jericho road 

after all–he came to seek and save the lost.

Session 4
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Comic 4

“We used Awesome Adventures last summer as a 
broadly graded (K–5) option. I had parents tell me 
their children begged to come to Sunday school. 
That’s AWESOME!”

—Lisa Dunson Stenner, parish associate,  
First Presbyterian Church, Auburn, Alabama
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Professing Our Faith: A Confirmation Curriculum
Start planning your 2013–2014 confirmation classes with We Believe: Professing 
Our Faith. Designed especially for youth, this curriculum shares a foundation of 
faith and spiritual practice in our Reformed tradition. It invites young people to 
explore the meaning of their baptism and their participation at the Lord’s Supper, 
as well as to learn about church polity, stewardship, spiritual practices, worship, 
and mission. 

Teacher’s Book is an all-inclusive resource to be used with both  
35- and 8-session confirmation formats. 
$72.95 • 623008

Student’s Notebook (35-session) • $9.50 • 623009
Student’s Notebook (8-session) • $4.75 • 623010

Leader’s Pack includes the Teacher’s Book, the 35-session and 8-session  
Student’s Notebooks, and The Study Catechism: Confirmation Version. 
$92.00 • 623007

The Study Catechism: Confirmation Version • $9.95 • 1571530371
The Study Catechism: Full Version • $12.95 • 157153038X

With All Boldness and Freedom
A Survey of the New Testament (Revised)
Teacher’s Pack • $79.95 • 621000
Student’s Notebook • $7.50 • 621000A

The Bible—The Story of God’s Faithfulness
A Survey of the Old Testament (Revised)
Teacher’s Pack • $79.95 • 621001
Student’s Notebook • $7.50 • 621001A

So Great a Cloud of Witnesses
A Survey of Church History
Teacher’s Pack • $79.95 • 611000
Student’s Notebook • $7.50 • 611000A
 

I Know My Bible
Teacher’s Pack • $39.95 • 125032
Bookmarks • $2.95 • 621003B

Survey Courses from We Believe:
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A new online resource helping parents, leaders,  

and young people talk about subjects that  

are sometimes difficult to discuss.

INformed: Adolescent Development Resources is an online resource that provides biblically based and relevant materials 
pertaining to challenging topics facing today’s youth, as mandated by the 218th General Assembly. Written from a 
Reformed theological perspective, each topic offers downloadable and comprehensive lesson plans—as well as free 
downloadable articles—that help parents, leaders, and learners talk about subjects that are sometimes difficult to discuss. 
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An Overview of  

Eating Disorders 

Scripture

1 Samuel 16:7 

1 Corinthians 6:19–20

Romans 12:2

You Will Need

m Bibles

m Copies of “Eating 

Disorders Defined” 

(p. 5) and  

“Scenarios” (p. 6)

m Newsprint and 

markers

The following lessons can 

be offered as a unit.

“An Overview of  

Eating Disorders”

“Causes of Eating 

Disorders and the 

Concerns They Raise”

“Eating Disorders:  

A Future with Hope”

Preparing for the Lesson

Adolescents are often preoccupied with body image and concerned with 

what others think about them. They are bombarded by media images and 

social forces that provide an impossible measure to meet. These images and 

forces may contribute to a distorted self-image and eating disorders. 

All eating disorders are emotional disorders that have severe physical 

consequences, and are thought to be symptoms of other disorders. 

Technically speaking, the “eating” in eating disorder refers to a set of eating 

habits, weight management practices, and attitudes about weight and body 

shape. The disorder means that the eating-related attitudes and behaviors 

result in: 

• Loss of self-control and other forms of behavioral inefficiency, 

• Obsession, anxiety, guilt, and other forms of misery, 

• Alienation from self and others, and 

• Physiological imbalances that are potentially life-threatening. 

Although more women commonly suffer from eating disorders, they can also 

affect men. 

The Bible does not describe eating disorders, other than gluttony. However, 

according to Scripture our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit, and we 

are to care for them as such. Anorexia and bulimia can severely harm us 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). The Bible 

also tells Christians to be more concerned with what is going on inside 

themselves rather than on how they look (1 Samuel 16:7). Appearance is not 

the most important factor in faith, yet the pressures to conform to an ideal 

body image surround all of us (Romans 12:2).

Eating disorders by their nature demand secrecy and can result in self-

imposed isolation. Eating disorders are not something any person willingly or 

openly discusses. This lesson is designed to help youth understand the types 

of eating disorders, equip them with appropriate terminology they can use to 

discuss such disorders with others, and foster the idea of bringing balance to 

healthy eating and a healthy self-image from a biblical perspective.

Go to NationalEatingDisorders.org for information, statistics, and resources 

about eating disorders. 

Lesson Focus Statement

Instead of being preoccupied with body image and what other people think of us, 

which can lead to eating disorders, we are called to live as temples of the Holy 

Spirit and to glorify God with our bodies.

2
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Gathering

If you have an Internet 

connection, visit 
pbskids.org/itsmylife/

quiz/eatingdisorders.

html and take the Eating 

Disorders quiz together.  

Leading the Lesson

Write each of the following questions on a separate sheet of newsprint:

• What is an eating disorder?

• What is anorexia nervosa? 

• What is bulimia nervosa?

• What is compulsive overeating?

As participants arrive, give each person a marker and invite everyone to 

respond to each of the posted questions. After a few minutes, review the 

sheets of newsprint and develop a list of questions that participants have 

about each term. Explore the following questions together:

• Do you know as much as you need to know about eating disorders? 

Why or why not?

• In what ways have you acquired knowledge about eating disorders?

• Why is it important that we know as much as possible about eating 

disorders? 
• Why is it important that we engage the Bible as we discuss eating 

disorders? 

Pray an opening prayer.

Divide into four equal groups and give each group a copy of “Eating 

Disorders Defined” (p. 5). Assign each group one of the topics on the 

page and ask them to create and present a short presentation about 

their topic. After each presentation, review the corresponding sheet of 

newsprint from Gathering to see how the information compares. After all 

of the groups have presented, explore the following questions together:

• Which presented fact was most striking to you?

• Were you aware of the severity of the physical consequences of 

eating disorders? Why or why not? 

• Were you aware of the mental and emotional struggles that are 

connected with eating disorders? Why or why not? 

• How do food issues differ between males and females who have 

eating disorders? 

Read 1 Samuel 16:7 and then lead the group in paraphrasing the verse 

using contemporary language on a sheet of newsprint. Discuss:

• What insight about God can we discern from this verse?

• What does it mean that God “looks on the heart”?

• How does this verse connect with the information from the 

presentations?

Read 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 and then lead the group in paraphrasing the 

verse using contemporary language on a sheet of newsprint. Discuss:

• What does it mean that “your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 

within you”?

Exploring
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• How can you glorify God in your body?

• How does this verse connect with the information from the 

presentations?

Read Romans 12:2 and then lead the group in paraphrasing the verse 

using contemporary language on a sheet of newsprint. Discuss:

• In what ways are you conformed to the world?

• What does it mean to be “transformed by the renewing of your 

minds”? 
• How does this verse connect with the information from the 

presentations?

Discuss:
• How do your peers at school, church, and extracurricular activities 

reinforce a concern about outward appearances? How do you 

reinforce it? 

• What do these three Scripture passages teach us about outward 

appearances?

• As the body of Christ, what can we do to create a community where 

people support one another in healthy ways?  

 

Divide into three equal groups. Give each group a copy of “Scenarios” 

(p. 6) and assign each group one of the scenarios on the page. Have each 

group read its assigned scenario before discussing the questions at the 

bottom of the page. After a few minutes, give each group an opportunity 

to read its scenario to the rest of the participants and report the highlights 

of their conversation about the person.

 
Explore the following questions together:

• If you suspect that one of your peers might have an eating disorder, 

what are some things you can say or do to help him or her? How 

can you put your faith into action in this situation?

• What things might not be helpful to say or do when you suspect 

someone has an eating disorder? 

• Who in our congregation could you approach for help if you suspect 

one of your peers might have an eating disorder?

• If you suspect that you might have an eating disorder, who might 

you turn to for help?

Responding
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Review the list of questions about eating disorders created during 

Gathering. As a group, check off the questions that have been addressed 

in this lesson. Discuss the questions that have not yet been addressed, 

taking note of questions that need to be further discussed at another time. 

Give each person an opportunity to share one thing that he or she 

learned during the lesson before closing in prayer.

Invite a local doctor, social worker, or guidance counselor with an 

expertise in eating disorders to visit with the group. Ask him or her to 

talk about types of eating disorders, the long-term and short-term effects 

of eating disorders, warning signs for eating disorders, and resources in 

the community that offer help to people struggling with eating disorders. 

Also, consider inviting a person in recovery from an eating disorder to 

talk with the group about her or his experiences.

 

Closing

More Ideas

An Overview of Eating Disorders IN
Adolescent Development Resources
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Eating Disorders Defined

What Is an Eating Disorder? 

• Eating disorders are extreme expressions of a range of weight and food 

issues experienced by both men and women. They include anorexia 

nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and compulsive overeating. All are serious 

emotional problems that can have life-threatening consequences. 

Although less serious, binge eating and eating disorders not otherwise 

specified (EDNOS) are also considered eating disorders and can 

sometimes lead to the more severe types of eating disorders that are listed 

here.
• Five million to ten million adolescent girls and women struggle with 

eating disorders and borderline conditions. 

• About one million boys and men struggle with eating disorders and 

borderline conditions. Males are less likely to seek treatment because  

of the gender stigma attached.

• Common weight-loss practices can provoke serious health consequences:  

35 percent of normal dieters progress to pathological eating. 

• Half of nine- and ten-year-old girls say they feel better about themselves if 

they are on a diet. Four out of five ten-year-old children say they are afraid 

of being fat. 

• We spend $40 billion a year in the United States on products of the diet 

industry. 
• An estimated 10,000 women die of anorexia nervosa each year. 

What Is Anorexia Nervosa?

• A type of eating disorder that is distinguished by self-starvation and 

excessive weight loss. 

• Some of the disorder’s characteristics include weighing 15 percent less 

than normal body weight; fear of becoming fat, even though underweight; 

distorted body image; missing three consecutive periods.

What Is Bulimia Nervosa?

• A type of eating disorder that is characterized primarily by a secretive 

cycle of binge eating followed by purging. 

• Symptoms include repeated episodes of bingeing and purging; feeling out 

of control during a binge; purging after a binge (vomiting, use of laxatives, 

diet pills, diuretics, excessive exercise, or fasting); frequent dieting; 

extreme concern with body weight and shape.

What Is Compulsive Overeating?

• An eating disorder characterized primarily by periods of impulsive gorging 

or continuous eating. 

• While there is no purging, there may be sporadic fasts or repetitive diets. 

• Body weight may vary from normal to mild, moderate, or severe obesity.

Note 
Go to NationalEatingDisorders.

org for information, statistics, 

and resources about eating 

disorders.

An Overview of Eating Disorders 

IN
Adolescent Development Resources
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Scenarios

Questions:
• Which eating disorder might this person have? What information led you to 

believe this? 

• If this person was one of your best friends, how would you respond to his or 
her behavior? How would you respond if you weren’t very good friends with 
this person?

John is 5'6" tall and 200 pounds. People make fun of him for being fat. He complains that his clothes never seem to fit, so he wears sweats every day. He has begun to excuse himself from family meals before finishing, and he throws his lunch away at school. However, he has a stash of junk food in his room; there are nights, after everyone is asleep, that he gorges himself on chips and candy. He barely eats 500 calories some days and over 3,000 calories other days.

Rachel’s boyfriend says that he prefers skinny girls. Feeling pressured to look thin, Rachel has lost about 30 pounds since they began dating. She says that she finds it hard to taste food, and she often makes herself throw up after meals. She sneaks pills from her mother’s medicine cabinet to curb her appetite and increase her level of energy. 

Lea exercises obsessively. She’ll occasionally eat a lot, but then take laxatives to lose weight. In fact, she even refuses to drink water when she wants to lose weight. She’s missed four periods, but she thinks that is an indication of good health. In fact, she wants her body to look more like that of a young boy. She is beginning to lose body mass.

1
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Intentional connections 

between Scripture and  

the focus statement

Activities for youth that  
enhance learning by doing

Easy-to-follow lesson plans 
that help leaders and learners 
move toward the focus 
statement

Handy list of resources 

and supplies needed

• Gender differences
• Parent and teen  

communication
• Internet and technology
• Peer pressure/influence
• Bullying and mean girls

• Suicide
• Practicing faith  

on the athletic field
• Body image
• Eating disorders
• Making good decisions

Topics Include: 

Lesson Plans: $5 each
Articles: Free
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NOW AVAILABLE ON  

thepresbyterianleader.com

New studies available• A Reformed/Presbyterian 
understanding of human sexuality

• Honesty and truth telling
• Making good decisions
• Alcohol and substance abuse
• And many more! 



God • 670501
Church • 670502
God’s Creation • 670503
Being Presbyterian • 670504
The Bible • 670505 
Jesus Christ • 670506
Forgiveness • 670507 
Holy Spirit • 670508
Heaven and Hell • 670509
Old Testament • 680501
Called • 680502
Deep and Wide • 680503 
Reformed Theology • 680504
Gospels • 680505

I Believe • 680506 
Prayer • 680507
Christianity and . . . • 680508
New Testament • 680509
End Times • 690501
Sacraments • 690502
Faith and Science • 690503
War • 690504
Politics • 690505
Money • 690506 NEW
Justice • 690508 NEW

Faith Questions mini-courses are based on faith questions posed by youth. Each 
session encourages young people to look to Scripture, as well as our faith tradition, 
in relevant and responsive ways. Intended for older youth, this curriculum is easily 
adaptable for broadly graded youth programs. 

Leader’s Guide: Each Leader’s Guide contains a four- or six-week exploration 
of a topic with multiple faith questions. Movie, music, media, and other 
technologies are suggested throughout the curriculum to supplement the 
lessons. Downloadable resources for leaders are available on our website. A 
coffeehouse version is also offered online, free of charge, with the purchase  
of a Leader’s Guide. 

$15.95

Faith Questions for Youth
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 Understanding the Scripture 

Many people who interpret the Bible have understood the tower of Babel story (Genesis 

11:1–9) as imparting a warning about the dangers of technology, or at least a spiritual 

warning about humankind relying on its own cleverness instead of God’s providence . 

There must, however, be some appropriate use of science and technology, and some 

relationship between our efforts and faithfully relying on God’s grace . As you read 

Genesis 11:1–9, consider what the “tower” is today, what the boundaries of science are 

that we should not cross . 

Most preachers, at least once in a while, try to offer new insight into Scripture by 

mentioning some interesting facts about biblical languages, cultural practices of ancient 

people, or archaeological records . Sometimes, this focus on information about the 

Bible can give us a breakthrough in understanding what the Bible actually means . At 

other times, the social sciences and archaeology can challenge our presumptions about 

God’s message, confuse our understanding of Scripture, or even confront its truth . The 

research about Joshua’s conquest of the Promised Land (Joshua 6—8) is just one of those 

challenging instances . 

The sixth chapter of Joshua tells the story of Jericho’s destruction, verse 20 asserting 

that “the wall fell down flat,” specifically when the army trusted God . The eighth chapter 

of Joshua tells of his next conquest: “So Joshua burned Ai, and made it forever a heap 

of ruins” (v . 28) . If only the historical record were so straightforward! Indisputable 

research over decades shows that Jericho and Ai (a Hebrew word meaning “ruins”) were 

destroyed well before the Hebrew people ever entered the land . Specifically, Jericho was 

destroyed around 1550 b.c ., and Ai hadn’t been occupied since 2400 b.c . Scripture, 

on the other hand, implies that Hebrews did not enter the land until 1250 b.c . In other 

words, it is not possible for Joshua to have done what the Bible claims he did at the time 

Spiritual Reflection for Leaders

It is a matter of faith to accept that God provides for us and blesses us; it is an 

arrogant faith that limits how God can provide for us or bless us . Consider a time 

that God has blessed you in surprising ways—and consider how often times like that 

have occurred . Maybe an ordeal proved life-changing . Maybe God answered your 

passionate prayer by providing something totally different, but much more important, 

than you asked for . However your experience speaks to the infinite creativity of God’s 

methods, how great it is that our God works in mysterious ways! Ask yourself:

•	 When you think past your personal history to consider God’s relation 

to all of creation, must God follow your presumptions about how God 

works? Why or why not?

•	 Do you think God acts with the occasional miracle out of the natural order 

or always according to the dictates of science? Or might God interact 

with the world with some mysterious creativity? 

•	 How would such a creative God challenge your presumptions about 

“nature,” “miracles,” and “science”?

Session 1
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Session Overview

Faith Statement

We do not fully comprehend who God is or 

how God works .

God’s reality far exceeds all our words can 

say .

The Lord’s requirements are not always what 

we think is best .

The Lord’s care for us is not always what we 

want .

God comes to us on God’s own terms

and is able to do far more than we ask or 

think .
—A Declaration of Faith, (1 .2)

Genesis 11:1–9; Joshua 6:20; 8:28

Session Objective

Participants will investigate what science 

and religion are, the sorts of things the two 

fields care about, and what “truth” can 

mean to each of them . These foundations 

should help the group better understand the 

scope and value of the relationship between 

science, religion, and their personal faith . 

 
Enter

Option A: Apple-a-Day #1

Option B: Falling Tissues

Option C: Falling Apples

 
Engage

Option A: Resting with the Question

Option B: Faith Journal

 
Explore

Option A: CSI—Bible

Option B: Tower Building

 
Express

Option A: That’s Cool

Option B: Film Clip—Avatar

 
Exit

Science and Faith

Family Connections

Archaeology Connections

Spiritual Connections

Mission Connections

 
Enhancements

For instructions to 

download Web Resources 

and the coffeehouse 

version, see page 1 .

Is Science More or Less  

True Than the Bible?
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 Enter
Option A: Apple-a-Day #1

 
Apples; cutting board; knife; transparent, airtight containers such as 
plastic tubs or sealable bags; permanent marker; faith journals (Web 
Resource); pens; bleach, water, and/or sugar (optional ); digital 
camera (optional )

Before the session, invite one or more adults from your congregation to talk with your 
group about a meaningful baptism or Lord’s Supper experience . Ask the guest(s) to 
bring an object that symbolizes the experience, such as a baptismal certificate, a 
photograph, or a memento .

Form groups of two or three . Give each group an apple and have groups cut their 
apple into slices . Have groups eat a few apple slices and place the rest of the slices into 
transparent, airtight containers that are labeled with group members’ names . Explain to 
the group that this is the first step of an experiment in discovering how apples decompose 
in the period of three weeks . Give groups an opportunity to choose the conditions for 
their experiment, including where the container will be stored in the meeting space and 
the addition of other elements in the container, such as bleach, water, or sugar . Have 
participants complete the information and respond to the questions on p . 2 of their faith 
journals . Consider taking a digital picture of each container of apples in order to monitor 
the decomposition .

Pray the opening prayer .

Opening Prayer 
God of mystery, God of truth, inspire us to know you more, and to trust you when we feel 
confused. Lead us to follow your will, wherever that takes us. And give us the strength to 
question, so that our faith might grow and deepen. Amen.

Option B: Falling Tissues

 Tissues

Form groups of two or three and give each group a tissue . Have groups try to keep their 
tissues in the air as long as possible by using only their breath . After congratulating and 
laughing at each other’s attempts, explore the following questions:

•	 What made the tissue fall? (gravity)
•	 What kept it in the air as long as it was? (the force of your breath)
•	 Thinking scientifically, how could you have kept the tissue in the air longer? 

(less weight, more force)

Be extremely careful allowing 
teenagers to use knives! If 
you have any concerns, cut 
the apples yourself before 
participants arrive.
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 Enhancements

 Other Ways to Connect with the Session

Family Connections
“Family Connections” (Web Resource) has a set of discussion questions for families to 
discuss, for each of the four sessions in this course . Provide each family with a copy of 
this resource .

Archaeology Connections
Bring and discuss a book with images and information about biblical archaeology . One 
good option could be the magazine Biblical Archaeology Review, or its corresponding 
website, bib-arch .org . Or invite a speaker to facilitate a discussion about how 
archaeology can help us understand the Bible . If possible, take the group to visit a local 
history museum . 

Spiritual Connections
Challenge participants to conduct a month-long experiment . One option would be 
keeping track of how they treat people and how people treat them . One option would 
be praying every morning and evening, keeping track of what they prayed for and how 
they felt during their prayers . Have them make hypotheses about how they will feel, how 
God might respond to their prayers, and how their prayer life will change . If possible, 
have participants upload their records to a secure website and encourage conversation 
throughout the experiments .

Mission Connections
Many mission programs benefit from scientific research . Research some of the mission 
projects supported by the Presbyterian Church (U .S .A .), to find a mission project that  
your congregation or youth group might appreciate, such as a program to prevent 
malaria, to support people with AIDS, or to teach more efficient farming techniques .  
Visit gamc .pcusa .org/donate for an extensive list . 
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 Enter
Option A: Apple-a-Day #1

 
Apples; cutting board; knife; transparent, airtight containers such as 
plastic tubs or sealable bags; permanent marker; faith journals (Web 
Resource); pens; bleach, water, and/or sugar (optional ); digital 
camera (optional )

Before the session, invite one or more adults from your congregation to talk with your 
group about a meaningful baptism or Lord’s Supper experience . Ask the guest(s) to 
bring an object that symbolizes the experience, such as a baptismal certificate, a 
photograph, or a memento .

Form groups of two or three . Give each group an apple and have groups cut their 
apple into slices . Have groups eat a few apple slices and place the rest of the slices into 
transparent, airtight containers that are labeled with group members’ names . Explain to 
the group that this is the first step of an experiment in discovering how apples decompose 
in the period of three weeks . Give groups an opportunity to choose the conditions for 
their experiment, including where the container will be stored in the meeting space and 
the addition of other elements in the container, such as bleach, water, or sugar . Have 
participants complete the information and respond to the questions on p . 2 of their faith 
journals . Consider taking a digital picture of each container of apples in order to monitor 
the decomposition .

Pray the opening prayer .

Opening Prayer God of mystery, God of truth, inspire us to know you more, and to trust you when we feel 
confused. Lead us to follow your will, wherever that takes us. And give us the strength to 
question, so that our faith might grow and deepen. Amen.

Option B: Falling Tissues
 Tissues

Form groups of two or three and give each group a tissue . Have groups try to keep their 
tissues in the air as long as possible by using only their breath . After congratulating and 
laughing at each other’s attempts, explore the following questions:•	 What made the tissue fall? (gravity)•	 What kept it in the air as long as it was? (the force of your breath)

•	 Thinking scientifically, how could you have kept the tissue in the air longer? 
(less weight, more force)

Be extremely careful allowing teenagers to use knives! If 
you have any concerns, cut the apples yourself before 
participants arrive.
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What Are Science and Faith?

Science
•	 Science tests claims 

(hypotheses) in order to prove 
or disprove which are true and 
false. 

•	 Some claims can be tested, 
but aren’t necessarily scientific 
(such as 2+2=4). However, 
all scientific claims are, by 
definition, testable. 

Faith 
•	 Faith makes claims (beliefs) in 

order to express or clarify the 
foundations of our assent or 
behavior. 

•	 Some beliefs are unrelated 
to faith (such as “I believe 
democracy is the best form 
of government”), and some 
people live out their faith 
without necessarily clarifying 
their beliefs.

•	 Some beliefs can be 
shown to be inconsistent or 
unreasonable; other beliefs 
can be shown to be helpful or 
effective. However, beliefs that 
can be tested and proven are 
not in the realm of faith.

•	 Some claims about faith can 
be tested and are scientific 
(such as “60 percent of 
Presbyterians believe . . .”), 
but the content of faith is not 
testable or scientific. 

Science and Faith
•	 Religion is in danger of 

reaching beyond faith when 
it claims the scientific truth of 
a belief without defending it 
scientifically. 

•	 Science reaches beyond its 
boundaries when it tries to 
prove or falsify something that 
cannot be tested.

•	 Sometimes when science and 
faith are confrontational, one 
of the fields is making claims 
outside of its boundaries.

Page 6 
Faith Journal 
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Genesis 11:1–9

Session 1

Session ObjectiveParticipants will investigate what science and religion are, the sorts of 
things the two fields care about, and what “truth” can mean to each 
of them. These foundations should help the group better understand 
the scope and value of the relationship between science, religion, and 
their personal faith. 

Faith StatementWe do not fully comprehend who God is or how God works.
God’s reality far exceeds all our words can say.The Lord’s requirements are not always what we think is best.
The Lord’s care for us is not always what we want.God comes to us on God’s own termsand is able to do far more than we ask or think.

—A Declaration of Faith (1.2)

 Engage
Open your time together in prayer and lead a conversation 
based on the following questions: 
•	 What does the word science mean to you? •	 What does the word religion mean to you? •	 In what ways do science and religion connect? In what 

ways do they clash? •	 What questions do you have about science and faith? 

 Explore
Read Genesis 11:1–9 and the faith statement, and explore 
the following questions:

•	 Why were the people building a tower? Why did they 
fail? 

•	 None of us believe we can literally build a tower to God, but what contemporary developments may be 
seen as symbolic towers in current society? •	 Can science ever reveal information about God or about how God works? How, or why not? •	 Should there be limits to what science studies? Why or 

why not? What subjects might religion want to limit? 
•	 Could science ever explain the world so well that humans no longer need faith?  

 Express
Use the following questions to help the participants express 
what they’ve learned:

•	 How are people’s faiths different if they take certain 
passages of Scripture more literally or figuratively? 

•	 How can you know whether to take a passage literally 
or figuratively? Is there a general rule, or is it case by 
case? 

•	 What does this exercise help you understand about the 
relationship between faith and science? •	 How would you respond if someone asked you, “Is science more or less true than the Bible?” •	 How can you have a discussion about Bible passages 

with people who interpret them differently than you do? 

 Exit
Discuss ideas about how to keep conversations about 
the relationship between faith and science civil and not 
combative. Close your time together with prayer.

Is Science More or Less True Than the Bible? 

Available Studies:

Faith Questions Poster Set
Decorate your youth room or church school 
with this set of four 24" x 30" full-color 
posters inspired by questions asked by youth. 

$8.00 • 670550 NEW LOW PRICE

Sample Session from
Faith and Science

ENGAGE
G O S P E L

PArticiPANt’s Book



ENGAGE
C U R R I C U L U M
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In partnership with the Office of Evangelism of the PC(USA), Congregational 
Ministries Publishing is proud to announce the launch of the Engage 
curriculum, based on the well-loved program by the same name. 

Effective evangelism starts with personal transformation by the life of Christ, 
as well as the desire to see the same transformation in friends and the 
community. As growing disciples, we become people who live into and help 
others deal with the big questions of life:
• Is there something more?
• Does life have meaning and purpose?
• Where do we belong?
• Where is our community?

Engage is designed to enable churches and their leadership to begin a 
journey of prayer and faith-sharing. Organized in three parts—Engage: 
Gospel, Engage: Discipleship, and Engage: Mission—each seven-session 
curriculum resource connects the church with its community and equips 
members to live out and share their growing faith.

Engage: Gospel Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 912003  (Available NOW)
Engage: Gospel Participant’s Book • $4.95 • 912004

Engage: Discipleship Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 912001  (Available in June)
Engage: Disipleship Participant’s book • $4.95 • 912002

Engage: Mission Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 912005 (Coming soon)
Engage: Mission Participant’s book • $4.95 • 912006

ENGAGE
G O S P E L

PArticiPANt’s Book

NOW AVAILABLE



Through the exploration of biblical text, adult study groups are invited into a deepened relationship 
with God. The Present Word engages participants in an experiential style of learning—connecting 
faith and life. This quarterly resource features an Adult Leader’s Guide and an Adult Student’s Book. 
Each week’s session is carefully outlined with a description of the materials needed for the lesson. 

Leader’s Guide • $4.95
Student’s Book • $4.25
Student’s Book (large print) • $4.75
Worship Leaflets • $3.95
Worship Leaflets (sets of 10) • $37.50

For Visually Impaired
CD • Free
Braille • Free

Fall 2013
Leader’s Guide • 4141081
Student’s Book • 4141082
Student’s Book (large print) • 4141083 
Worship Leaflets • 4141084
Worship Leaflets (sets of 10) • 4141085

For Visually Impaired
CD • 4141080
Braille • 4141086

Winter 2013–2014
Leader’s Guide • 4142081
Student’s Book • 4142082
Student’s Book (large print) • 4142083
Worship Leaflets • 4142084
Worship Leaflets (sets of 10) • 4142085

For Visually Impaired
CD • 4142080
Braille • 4142086

Spring 2014
Leader’s Guide • 4143081
Student’s Book • 4143082
Student’s Book (large print) • 4143083 
Worship Leaflets • 4143084
Worship Leaflets (sets of 10) • 4143085

For Visually Impaired
CD • 4143080
Braille • 4143086

Summer 2014
Leader’s Guide • 4144081
Student’s Book • 4144082
Student’s Book (large print) • 4144083 
Worship Leaflets • 4144084
Worship Leaflets (sets of 10) • 4144085

For Visually Impaired
CD • 4144080
Braille • 4144086

“We found the writing down-to-earth, enlightening, thought 
provoking, and challenging in good, meaningful ways. That is 
to make our Christian faith more active in our personal walk 
and in the lives of others in the church, the community, and 
throughout all of God’s creation.” 

—Parkway Gardens United Presbyterian Church,  
Memphis, Tennessee 
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New Initiatives series from Being Reformed 
New to the Being Reformed family is a series of studies focused on the strategic mission directional 
goals of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. These directional goals will further the agency’s mission, 
approved by the 221th General Assembly, to inspire, equip, and connect the PC(USA) and its many 
expressions to serve Christ in the world through new and existing worshiping communities of faith, 
hope, love, and witness. This timely series invites congregations to join in working together as a faithful, 
inclusive community as we seek to accomplish our common goals.

Transformational Leaders
The first study in the series focuses on the 
directional goal to inspire, equip, and connect the 
church to: cultivate, nurture, and sustain diverse, 
transformational leaders for Christ’s mission. 
Each session is written by respected voices of the 
PC(USA) whose ministry has a focus on nurturing 
and supporting transformational  leaders for 
the 21st century. Contributors include: Ken 
McFayden, Bruce Reyes-Chow, Carol Howard 
Merritt, Mark Hinds, Mindy Douglas, Steve Eason.
Participant’s Book • $4.95 • 680812 
Leader’s Guide • $7.95 • 680811

Being Reformed: Faith Seeking Understanding is a series of biblically based mini-courses 
that provides adults with a foundational understanding of the Reformed faith. Each six-session study—
written by well-known and respected scholars—features Scripture, prayer, in-depth commentary, and 
questions for reflection. Each study addresses its subject from a Reformed theological perspective. 

Lessons are enhanced through the Leader’s Guide, which offers helpful suggestions and direction for 
group study. The main structure for these guides is the rubric Head, Heart, and Hands.

What are we learning and what  
questions arise?

What does the lesson mean for our  
spiritual lives?

What implications for action emerge  
from the lesson to set us in a new  
direction for living?

Through Being Reformed we invite you to join this  
journey of faith seeking understanding . . .  to  
celebrate the blessings of the Reformed and 
Presbyterian tradition of faith . . . to be stimulated  
and challenged by fresh insights that will deepen  
your understandings . . . and to find a stronger 
commitment to the God who loves us in Jesus 
Christ. 

Select studies are available in Spanish and Korean.  
See pages 23 and 24.



New Studies:
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The Heidelberg Catechism
Gary Neal Hansen 
The Heidelberg Catechism helps participants 
understand the new translation of the  
catechism that is being considered for the 
PC(USA)’s Book of Confessions. It provides  
an in-depth look at the catechism, clarifying 
challenging issues that surround the current 
translation in the Book of Confessions and 
deciphering its concepts for today’s Christians. 
Participant’s Book • 680776 
Leader’s Guide • 680775

Faith and Science
Ronald Cole-Turner
For Reformed Christians, science is both promising 
and provocative. It raises tough questions about 
how God creates, what it means to be human, 
and where technology will take us next. This 
study invites participants to rejoice in the wonder 
of creation seen through science and to grapple 
honestly with new challenges it presents to  
our faith.
Participants’s Book • 680760
Leader’s Guide • 680759

Lenten Studies:
Looking at the Cross
James D. Miller
Exploring New Testament themes associated with 
the cross—forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace — 
this study offers ways the cross directly affects our 
faith and daily lives. An excellent study for the 
Lenten season or any time in the church year. 
Participant’s Book • 680774
Leader’s Guide • 680773

Temptation in the Desert
M. Craig Barnes
The story of Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness 
after his baptism offers important instructions for 
us as we consider our Christian life. This study 
discusses ways the temptations that Jesus faced 
are still real for us today. An excellent study for the 
Lenten season of any time in the church year. 
Participant’s Book • 680732
Leader’s Guide • 680731 

Seven Days to Glory
Blair R. Monie
Based on the Gospel of Mark, this study looks 
at the last week of Jesus’ life to describe the 
importance of Jesus’ actions at the time, and what 
they mean for Christian living today. An excellent 
study for the Lenten season or any time in the 
church year. 
Participant’s Book • 680718
Leader’s Guide • 680717

Visit 

pcusa.org/beingreformed 

to learn about  

upcoming studies. 



Participant’s Book: $4.95
Leader’s Guide: $8.95
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Theology for Presbyterians
Donald K. McKim
Participant’s Book • 680708
Leader’s Guide • 680707 

Faith, Hope, Love, and 
Witness: The PC(USA)  
Form of Government
Paul K. Hooker
Participant’s Book • 680772
Leader’s Guide • 680771

Exploring the  
“Book of Confessions” 
Jack Rogers
Participant’s Book • 680758
Leader’s Guide • 680757

A Brief Statement of Faith
Donald K. McKim
Participant’s Book • 680724
Leader’s Guide • 680723

The Confession of Belhar
Cynthia Holder Rich
Participant’s Book • 680752
Leader’s Guide • 680751

Into All the World:  
Participating in God’s Mission 
Donald J. Dawson 
and Jennifer A. Haddox
Participant’s Book • 680756
Leader’s Guide • 680755

Enough: God’s Blessings  
in Abundance
Laura Mendenhall
Participant’s Book • 680748
Leader’s Guide • 680747

The Church and Politics
David True
Participant’s Book • 680738 
Leader’s Guide • 680737 

The Prophets Still Speak
Patricia K. Tull
Participant’s Book • 680768
Leader’s Guide • 680767

Seeking Social Justice
Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty
Participant’s Book • 680716
Leader’s Guide • 680715

Islam and Christianity
Mitali Perkins
Participant’s Book • 680712
Leader’s Guide • 680711

Re-membering Baptism
Ronald P. Byars
Participant’s Book • 680728
Leader’s Guide • 680727

Worship as Evangelism
LindaJo H. McKim
Participant’s Book • 680702
Leader’s Guide • 680701

Recognizing God’s Grace
Louis B. Weeks  
Participant’s Book • 680730
Leader’s Guide • 680729

The Lord’s Prayer
Thomas W. Gillespie
Participant’s Book • 680734
Leader’s Guide • 680733

Stewardship of Creation
Henry G. Brinton
Participant’s Book • 680720
Leader’s Guide • 680719

Seeing Jesus  
in John’s Gospel
Susan E. Hylen
Participant’s Book • 680736
Leader’s Guide • 680735

Christian Living in  
God’s Splendor
Kendra G. Hotz and  
Matthew T. Mathews
Participant’s Book • 680740 
Leader’s Guide • 680739

Church History: Those Who 
Shaped the Christian Faith
Gary Neal Hansen
Participant’s Book • 680750 
Leader’s Guide • 680749

John Calvin: Founder  
of the Reformed Tradition
John R. Walchenbach
Participant’s Book • 680704
Leader’s Guide • 680703

Discipleship:  
The Way of Jesus
John P. Burgess
Participant’s Book • 680710
Leader’s Guide • 680709

Wisdom from  
the Early Church
Rebecca Harden Weaver and  
Mary Charlotte Elia
Participant’s Book • 680714
Leader’s Guide • 680713

Reading the Bible  
for Understanding
James E. Davison
Participant’s Book • 680754
Leader’s Guide • 680753

Previously Announced Studies:



Children  •  Multi-Age  •  Youth  •  Young Adult  •  Adult

Based on the award-winning commentary Feasting on the Word: Preaching the 
Revised Common Lectionary, this ecumenical, downloadable resource integrates 
the Feasting on the Word commentary style to explore lectionary passages in ways suitable 
for all age levels. This approach connects worship and faith formation like no other lectionary 
curriculum ever has.  

Everyone explores the same Bible passage each week—making it easy for families to learn and live 
out their faith together. Children’s age levels are enhanced by a supplementary music CD, creative 
color pack, and a variety of activities and discovery to stimulate learning. 

Resources are available for the following age levels: 

Connecting WORSHIP and  
FAITH FORMATION like no  
other lectionary CURRICULUM! 

Feasting on the Word Curriculum fosters relationships through learning together. 
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 Grades (K)1–2

 Grades 3–4

 Tweens (Grades 5–6)

 Multi-Age (Grades K–6)

 Youth 

 Young Adult (Conversations on the Feast)

 Adult

Print-and-ship optionnow available!
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Each age level provides comprehensive, accessible biblical 
background for teachers from four perspectives.

WHAT? (Exegetical)  Basic information about backgrounds and meanings of 
Scripture is essential to understanding. This stream asks “What?” are the important 
things to know about the contexts, language, and settings of the biblical passage.

WHERE? (Theological)  To understand the meanings of passages, we also 
need to ask “Where?”—where is God in this passage? Where are God’s will and activities 
being expressed? Theological questions about where God’s word comes to us in the 
passage are significant.

SO WHAT? (Pastoral) The implications of the passage for our Christian 
lives make the biblical passage come alive. We ask, “So what?” What does this passage 
mean to me? What does it mean for my relationship with God and other people?

NOW WHAT? (Homiletical)  Biblical passages shape our understandings 
and lives in the church. They connect us with needs in God’s world. So we ask, “Now 
what?” This prompts us to reflect on how our life and the church’s life can live out what 
the passage is saying. 

The indispensable resource 
Joining the Feast nurtures 
the relationship between 
worship and education. 
This seasonal resource, intended for pastors, 
connects the church calendar with an 
overview of the curriculum quarter. It provides 
suggestions for integrating activities from 
the curriculum into the worship life of the 
congregation.

Joining the Feast
Joining the Feast is a 28-page quarterly resource that 
helps pastors intentionally link the worship experience  
to the educational themes. 

Joining the Feast includes:
Shape of the Season
The church year calendar
All-church program ideas for special Sundays
Featured articles that expand the theme of the season



“It was really good to be teaching on the same theme that was used in the sermon. Activities were fun and, 
particularly for the Multi-Age group, allowed ways for the various ages to adapt.”

—Janell Agan, First Presbyterian Church, Lead, South Dakota

Youth
Feasting on the Word materials provide 
opportunities for youth to explore 
their personal and communal identity 
in Jesus Christ through meaningful 
community-building experiences, 
engaging Bible study, and relevant 
learning activities. Each session includes 
a media connection section that ties 
the week’s Scripture passage to a film, 
video, song, or Web site. 

Young Adult
Conversations on the Feast
Young adults will engage in informal 
discussions about their beliefs and 
values as they explore Christ’s claim 
in their lives. Through informal study 
of God’s Word, emerging adults will 
engage in conversation that makes 
connections between their faith and 
their actions, while examining God’s 
call in their lives.  

“It is excellent! Absolutely the best lectionary-based curriculum for 
all ages that I’ve ever used or seen. Excellent job.”

—Dr. Cameron Douglas, First Christian Church, Decatur, Alabama

Children
Children and Multi-Age resources include:

Downloadable leader guide
Comprehensive, accessible biblical background for teachers
Reproducible resource sheets included in each session
Age-appropriate activities that stimulate children’s discovery
Full-color visuals to stimulate learning in the creative Color Pack
Handy, child-friendly music lyrics incorporated into the lesson 

outline*

In addition, Multi-Age includes:
Helpful suggestions for leading all-age groups
Additional options for group learning
Additional art and resource pages

Children’s narrowly graded age levels are available in a 
9-month program from September through Pentecost. 
Multi-Age is available in a 12-month program or for 
summer only for churches that experience lower 
attendance during summer months. 

*Music CD sold separately.
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Feasting on the Word Curriculum is the  
RIGHT resource for any size church!

Large churches will benefit from the ease of ordering the Total Church Plan. For churches with 
more than one class per age level, or more than 10 participants per class, simply supplement your order  
with additional color packs. No additional age-level purchase is necessary!

Mid-size churches can pick and choose the age levels that are needed. No more wasting money 
by ordering too much material as attendance fluctuates throughout the year—simply print what you need!

Small churches can rest assured that leaders and learners can access resources for just pennies  
a week, by using the Multi-Age resource for children. Small-church pastors who serve many roles will love  
Joining the Feast, an indispensable resource for busy pastors that provides easy opportunities to make 
intentional connections between worship and faith formation. 

A resource you can TRUST at the MOST AFFORDABLE price!

Learn more at feastingcurriculum.com or call (800) 523-1631.

Adult
Adults will be engaged in a deeper exploration of 
biblical texts. Christian faith will be enhanced when 
the Scriptures read and proclaimed in worship are 
reinforced by what participants have been considering 
in their educational time. Education and worship 
can be mutually supportive in helping God’s Word 
in Scripture come alive in the Sunday morning 
experience.  

Youth and Adult resources include:
Downloadable leader guide
Comprehensive, accessible biblical background for 

teachers
Reproducible resource sheets
Media connections 

Youth and Adult age levels are available for every 
Sunday of the church year in the 12-month plan. For 
groups that meet from September through Pentecost,  
a 9-month plan is also available. 

Conversations on the Feast (Young Adult) consists of a 
weekly one-page resource sheet featuring discussion 
starters based on Scripture. It’s also available in a 9- or 
12-month plan. 
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Fall 2013
Preschool
Teacher’s Resource • 681011
Take-Home Sheets • 681012
Class Resource Pack • 681013

Younger Elementary
Teacher’s Resource • 681014
Take-Home Sheets • 681015
Class Resource Pack • 681016

Older Elementary
Teacher’s Resource • 681017
Take-Home Sheets • 681018
Class Resource Pack • 681019

Spring 2014
Preschool
Teacher’s Resource • 683011
Take-Home Sheets • 683012 
Class Resource Pack •  683013

Younger Elementary
Teacher’s Resource • 683014
Take-Home Sheets • 683015
Class Resource Pack • 683016  

Older Elementary
Teacher’s Resource • 683017
Take-Home Sheets • 683018
Class Resource Pack • 683019

Winter 2013–2014
Preschool
Teacher’s Resource • 682011
Take-Home Sheets • 682012
Class Resource Pack • 682013

Younger Elementary
Teacher’s Resource • 682014
Take-Home Sheets • 682015
Class Resource Pack • 682016

Older Elementary
Teacher’s Resource • 682017
Take-Home Sheets • 682018
Class Resource Pack • 682019

Summer 2014
Multiage 
Teacher’s Resource • 684020
Class Resource Pack • 684021

The Teacher’s Resource  
and Take-Home Sheets  
are now available online, 
FREE of charge.

Así Creemos is the quarterly denominational Spanish-language 
curriculum by We Believe designed for children in preschool, younger 
elementary, and older elementary. It is written to nurture the 
development of faith through age-appropriate Bible stories and activities. 
 
The Teacher’s Resource is written in Spanish with materials for children 
in both Spanish and English. Easy-to-use lesson plans feature a list 
of materials needed, activities keyed to multiple intelligences, and 
reproducible student pages. Use in conjunction with Así Creemos  
Take-Home Sheets, which contain a summary of the day’s lesson,  
along with activities for the learner to do at home. 

The Class Resource Pack (sold separately) comes with teaching  
posters, games, music, and more! Use these materials in addition  
to the reproducible handouts available in the Teacher’s Resource.  
We recommend ordering one pack quarterly for each class. 
$20.00



¡Refórmanos!: una fe en busca de entendimiento is a curriculum of biblically based mini-courses that provide 
adults with a foundational understanding of the Reformed faith. Each six-session study—written by well-known 
and respected scholars—features Scripture, prayer, in-depth commentary, and questions for reflection. 

Teología para el pueblo presbiteriano
Focuses on what the Reformed and Presbyterian tradition has believed in the past and ways key 
theological understandings matter in our Christian lives in the church today. An excellent study for 
new members. 
Participant’s Book: $4.95 •  680798
Leader’s Guide: $8.95 •  680797

Discipulado: A la manera de Jesús
This study opens a variety of paths to understanding both the comfort and the challenge of being 
Christian believers who follow the way of Jesus in the world. 
Participant’s Book: $4.95 •  680796 
Leader’s Guide: $8.95 •  680795

Estudios bíblicos reformados (Reformed Bible studies) is a Christian education resource for Hispanic congregations and  
for people interested in engaging in Hispanic ministry! Written by authors of the Hispanic/Latino Presbyterian community, 
this is a quarterly curriculum for adults that is created and produced by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Estudios bíblicos reformados includes:
• Material that reflects the theological beliefs of our Reformed tradition
• Two components: a Bible study for students and a guide for leaders
• Adaptive aids for a younger audience

For only $29.95 per quarter, you will get:
• Participant Study
• Leader’s Guide

Fall 2013 • 231100
Winter 2013–2014 • 232100 
Spring 2014 • 233100
Summer 2014 • 234100

Now available in a downloadable 
PDF format at store.pcusa.org 

Encuentros educativos para participantes

Jesús el Maestro

Select Being Reformed titles are now available  
in Spanish.

Guía para líderes

Jesús el Maestro
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Portuguese Language
This denominational Portuguese curriculum 
teaches children about biblical truths through 
Scripture and the confessional documents 
of the church. Lesson plans are easy-to-use, 
age-appropriate, and based on our Reformed 
tradition. Available online, free of charge, 
in a convenient PDF at pcusa.org/espanol/
portuguese.

Korean Present Word
Korean Present Word is a transformational 
Bible study designed to build mature faith 
communities. Designed for small-group 
study, it encourages group discussion and 
sharing by participants.

Fall 2013
Leader’s Guide • 4141087
Student Book • 4141088

Spring 2013
Leader’s Guide • 4143087
Student Book • 4143088

Winter 2013–2014
Leader’s Guide • 4142087
Student Book • 4142088

Summer 2013
Leader’s Guide • 4144087
Student Book • 4144088

Kuyuk
Written by Korean immigrant pastors, this Bible study includes 12 sessions to be used  
monthly, according to the church calendar. Kuyuk is designed to be a neighborhood  
Bible study for evangelism and fellowship.

「말씀과 함께」시리즈는 말씀과의 만남을 통한 삶의 변화를 촉구하는

‘이야기식(narrative) 성경공부’이다. 살아 역사하는 하나님의 말씀을

가슴에 와 닫는 이야기로 풀어 가고 삶에 적용함으로 생명력 있는 신앙

공동체를 세우는 변화의 역사가 일어날 것이다.

이야기로풀어가는：
말씀과 함께 시리즈
그레이스 김 목사 편집

www.nckpcusa.org

한국어자료개발실
미국장로교총회 신학·예배·교육부
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구 약(OT)

창세기

출애굽기

신명기

여호수아

사무엘상·하

에스라/느헤미야

시편

잠언/전도서

이사야

다니엘

호세야

하박국/말라기

신 약(NT)

마태복음

마가복음

누가복음

요한복음

사도행전

로마서

고린도전·후서

에베소서/빌립보서

디모데전·후서

히브리서

야고보서/요한1·2·3서

요한계시록

4133088

이사야：절망에서소망으로

이야기식 소그룹 성경공부

최병호 목사 지음|

이
사
야
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Leader’s Guide • $1.00
Student Book • $3.95

Select Being Reformed titles are now available in Korean. 

Worship as Evangelism
Participant’s Book • $4.95 • 680792
Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 680791

The Lord’s Prayer
Participant’s Book • $4.95 • 680800
Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 680799

Re-membering Baptism
Participant’s Book • $4.95 • 680794
Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 680793

AVAILABLE IN MAY 
Recognizing God’s Grace
Participant’s Book • $4.95 • 680804
Leader’s Guide • $8.95 • 680803

1호 1999년 기독교의 근본신앙

2호 2000년 그리스도인의 삶과 사명
3호 2001년 그리스도인의 영성과 생활
4호 2002년 그리스도인의 삶

5호 2003년 신앙공동체인 교회의 사명과 본질
6호 2004년 성경의 인물

7호 2005년 성경의 인물

8호 2006년 예수님의 비유

9호 2007년 예수님의 기적

10호 2008년 성경에 나오는 부흥운동
11호 2009년 팔복과 주기도문

12호 2010년 사도신경

13호 2011년 교회 역사 속의 큰 인물들
14호 2012년 선교하는 교회

15호 2013년 제자의 삶
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개혁되는 신앙(Being Reformed) 커리큘럼 시리즈 가운데 하나인 이 교재는 예배의 중요성을 강조한다. 예배는 삶의 중심이다. 그리스도인으로서의우리의 정체성은 예배를 중심으로 표현된다. 이 교재는 구원의 선포 그리고 말씀과 성례전을 중심으로한예배의요소들을살펴보도록집필되었다. 
LindaJo Mckim 저 / 유승원 역
인도자 #680791：$8.95
참가자 #680792：$4.50

개혁되는신앙：이해를추구하는믿음
「전도가 되는 예배」Worship as Evangelism

본 교재는 한인장로교회의 특수 상황과 미국장로교회의 전통과 문화적 배경을 고려하면서 평신도 지도자들이 꼭 갖추고 알아야 할 주제들을 폭넓게 다루고 있다.
인도자 #831233：$4.00    
참가자 #831234：$23.95

충성된 종이 되는 길
Ways to Be a Faithful Servant

지난 10년 동안
이야기식 성경공부
교재로 한인 이민
교회의 말씀공부와
신앙성장에 큰 기
여를 해 온 성서발
견이 2000년 가을부터‘프레즌트워드’로 발전함으로 21세기를 위한 소그룹 성경공부의 새로운 장을 열게 되었다. 

‘프레즌트워드’성경공부는 말씀과의 만남을 통한삶의 변화를 촉구하는 이야기식(Narrative) 성경공부와 함께 말씀을 깊이 묵상하며 순종하는 렉시오 디비나(Lectio  Divina)를 소그룹 성경공부에 접목시킨획기적인 말씀공부 교재이다. 
인도자：$1.00    참가자：$3.95

말씀과 함께
The Present Word

프린스턴 신대원의 학장이었고, 저명한 성서 신학자인 길레스피 박사가 모델 기도라고 할 수 있는주기도문의 심오한 신학적 의미를 알기 쉽게 설명해 준다. 이 교재는 우리가 주기도문을 통해 무엇을 기도하고 있는지 그리고 그 기도가 얼마나 중요한지 깨닫게 해 줄 것이고, 우리는 주기도문을 사랑하게 될 것이다.
Thomas W. Gillespie 저 / 한석현 역
인도자 #680799：$8.95
참가자 #680800：$4.50

개혁되는신앙：이해를추구하는믿음
「주기도문」The Lord’s Prayer

www.nckpcusa.org
한국어자료개발실
미국장로교총회 신학·예배·교육부

미국장로교총회 신학·예배·교육부
한국어자료개발실

해외 한인교회를 위한
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Life of the Disciple

제자의
삶

0831138(Student)

24     pcusa.org/curriculum/korean

Kuyuk 15 (2013 Monthly Bible Study)
The Life of Disciple
Leader’s Guide • $4.00 • 0831139
Student’s Book • $4.00 • 0831138

Kuyuk 16 (2014 Monthly Bible Study)
God’s Commandments 
Leader’s Guide • $4.00 • 0831239
Student’s Book • $4.00 • 0831238
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By Phone:
Presbyterian Distribution Service
800.524.2612

PDS Hours:
Monday through Thursday: 
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

By Mail:
Presbyterian Distribution Service
P.O. Box 643674
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3674

Online: 
store.pcusa.org

Fax: 
502.569.8030

Curriculum Helpline: 
800.728.7228, ext. 8100
curriculum@pcusa.org

Questions or comments about We Believe?
Have questions about the curricula seen in this catalog? 
Want to learn more about We Believe? Contact the 
CMP Helpline at 800.728.7228, ext. 8100, or e-mail  
us at curriculum@pcusa.org.  

Para ayuda en español con el currículo Así Creemos 
puedes llamar gratis: 800-728-7228, ext. 5768. Esta 
línea es para recibir ayuda y no para pedir materiales. 

About standing orders
A standing order is the easiest and most cost-effective 
way for a customer to order We Believe curriculum. 
Simply place an annual order for each quarter through the 
Presbyterian Distribution Service (PDS). This order  
is placed before the start of the church school year 
(September). Should your needs change throughout the 
year, just note any quantity changes on the confirmation 
letter sent out prior to each quarter by PDS. 

Benefits of a standing order
Only one order needs to be placed each year
Resources are shipped out automatically in  
plenty of time for teacher planning
Dedicated customer service representatives handle 
needs of all standing order customers 
Easy to change quantities as attendance fluctuates 
throughout the church school year
Reduced shipping costs when combining curriculum 
orders

Navigating our websites
Curriculum site
For all your curriculum needs, visit pcusa.org/curriculum. 
Navigate through the different age levels, from early 
childhood to adult, using the left sidebar. Download free 
samples and scope and sequence for We Believe at 
webelieve.pcusa.org. Find more information on Feasting 
on the Word Curriculum at feastingcurriculum.com.

Online store
Log on to store.pcusa.org. Our online store allows you to 
browse by category, by language, or by item type. 
Already know what you are looking for? Enter the title or 
product number in the search box in the top right corner 
and click “Go.”

Stay connected!
Log on to pcusa.org/subscriptions/lists to receive e-mail 
updates from CMP and We Believe. Simply click on 
“Congregational Ministries Publishing” and/or We Believe, 
hit “subscribe,” and enter your PC(USA) username and 
password. 

Like us on Facebook
Are you a Christian educator looking for ways to

connect to other educators using the same curriculum 
resources, as well as the staff that is dedicated to the 
materials? If so, we invite you to join our Facebook pages: 

facebook.com/CongregationalMinistriesPublishing 
facebook.com/WeBelieveCurriculum
facebook.com/FaithQuestions
facebook.com/BeingReformed
facebook.com/AsiCreemos
facebook.com/EBRestudiosbiblicos

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/CMP_PCUSA



Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Congregational Ministries Publishing
100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, KY 40202-2396

Please route to:        Pastor          Christian Education Director      Sunday School Teachers 

Why use denominational curriculum? 

Visit webelieve.pcusa.org

. . . to equip the saints for the  
work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ.

—Ephesians 4:12

• Fun for leaders and learners
• Budget friendly
• Age appropriate
• Scripturally based
• Rooted in Reformed tradition

•	 Because children deserve  
to know our faith too! 


